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     The importance of the apostleôs admonition to the 
Church to hold onto the teachings passed on to us is 
clearly demonstrated in what occurred in the recent 
convention of the (Evangelical Lutheran?) Church of 
America, when in various decisions they proved 
themselves to no longer be Lutheran or people of 
the Bible.   While many of the resolutions they 
adopted point to this, perhaps the most flagrant 
would be their ñSocial Statement on Human 
Sexualityò and their follow-up decision to allow 
practicing homosexuals to serve as pastors. 
      The dangers of setting aside the Scriptures as 
the inspired, inerrant Word of God and only source 
and norm for the Churchôs teaching and practice has 
manifested itself in many ways in the ELCA.  It has 
led to the ordination of women to the pastoral office, 
the endorsement of abortion, open communion, 
entering into full fellowship with those who deny 
justification by grace through faith in Christ, and now 
yet another attempt to call good evil and evil good. 
     Some of the opponents to the ñSocial Statement 
on Human Sexualityò at the ELCA convention 
recognized what was happening.   Curtis Sorbo, a 
delegate from North Dakota, said, "We are asked to 
affirm a description of sexuality based on a reality 
that's shaped not by Scripture but by today's 
culture." 
     Sadly, Mr. Sorbo, along with others who wanted 
to follow Godôs Word, were in the minority.  Two-
thirds of the delegates chose to adopt the statement 
that rejected Godôs revealed will for human sexuality 
and marriage and redefined them in ways that were 
more in line with the contemporary ideology of our 
godless society. 
    The bishop of the ELCA said that the statements 
drafters agreed that differing views on the subject of 
homosexuality and same-sex marriages could be 
accommodated because they were issues that were 
ñnot central to our faith.ò   I ask, though, when sin is 
no longer sin that needs forgiven through the cross 
of Jesus, doesnôt that become central to our faith? 

     There is no teaching set forth by God in His Word 
that is so unimportant that we are given liberty to 
ignore or reject it.  As our ever relevant Lutheran 
Confessions note: 

"For these controversies are not merely 
misunderstandings or semantic arguments, 
where someone might think that one group had 
not sufficiently grasped what the other group 
was trying to say or that the tensions were based 
upon only a few specific words of relatively little 
consequence. Rather, these controversies deal 
with important and significant matters, and they 
are of such a nature that the positions of the 
erring party neither could nor should be tolerated 
in the church of God, much less be excused or 
defendedé Therefore, necessity demands 
explanation of these disputed articles on the 
basis of Godôs Word and reliable writings, so that 
those with a proper Christian understanding 
could recognize which position regarding the 
points under dispute is in accord with Godôs 
Word and the Christian Augsburg Confession 
and which is not, and so that Christians of good 
will, who are concerned about the truth, might 
protect and guard themselves from the errors 
and corruptions that have appeared among us." 

     I have written these things to you, the Lordôs flock 
under my charge, not so that we may self-
righteously condemn the erring of the ELCA, but to 
warn you.  Many of the arguments used to commit 
apostasy in the ELCA are being offered in our own 
synod by those who would have us follow the same 
path.  Many within our own congregation hold 
opinions that are not in agreement with Holy 
Scripture, and most do not allow Godôs Word to have 
absolute authority over them, nor do they give it 
enough attention to shape their lives.   
     So then, brothers and sisters, as a slave of Christ 
and His servant for your sake I encourage you to 
stand firm and hold to the teachings we passed on to 

you.              Peace in Christ, 

   
 
                               
                                  Pastor Umbarger 

òSo then, brothers, stand firm and hold to the 
teachings we passed on to you, whether by word 
of mouth or by letter.ó  (2 Thessalonians 2:16)  

From Pastorõs Desk:  
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My friends and family in Christð 
 

 It is hard for me to believe that I am starting my 3rd year here at St. Johnôs.  I remember walking in the 
doors the second day here to a staff meeting.  I couldnôt believe that I was going to be ñin chargeò of a preschool.  I 
definitely have made my share of mistakes a long the way and I know that I have grown in big ways.  I look 
forward to a new year full of new adventures and new growth as well. 
 

 I would like to welcome back our dedicated teachers of the Center for Early Learning.  We have Wendy 
MacDonald teaching the four year olds Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays and three year olds 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  Aiding her for both classes is Renee Tysma.  As I type this we 
are looking for a Pre-Kindergarten teacher.  I am pleased to announce that Judy Turek will be 
joining us again this year to teach three year olds on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  To help her 
this year we moved Sylvia Fauser over to her room. In the office, we have recently hired Gail 
Massey as the CEL Secretary.  We have been very blessed with our faculty members this 
year and they look forward to sharing Godôs word and His love with all the children in their charge. 
 

 Together, with the teachers, we have been working very hard getting things in order and the classrooms 
set up for the children to come.  We are very excited and are looking forward to having a wonderful, successful 
year. 
 

 The teachers and I would like to thank the Board of Education for their hard work and preparation for this 
school year.  It seems that each year there is more and more to do and we are looking for that last couple kids to 
fill in our openings and the Lord always provides.  The board is so patient and understanding and I am so grateful 
for them.  
 
 In Himð 

     Shannon <>< 

A C.E.L. Production 

We also need your pictures of the school!!! 
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Ushers 

Saturday, September 5:  Larry 
Versluis, Norm Antolik, Vern Sletten, & 

Fred Bonow 

Sunday, September 6: Bill Park, Glen 
McMillin, Dave Pratt, Tim Chellew, 

Bob Kohn, Brian Kern, & Larry Hipple  

Saturday, September 12:  Larry 
Versluis, Norm Antolik, Vern Sletten, & 

Fred Bonow 

Sunday, September 13: Bill Park, 
Glen McMillin, Dave Pratt, Tim 
Chellew, Bob Kohn, Brian Kern, & 

Larry Hipple  

Saturday, September 19: Larry 
Versluis, Norm Antolik, Vern Sletten, & 

Fred Bonow 

Sunday, September 20: Bill Park, 
Glen McMillin, Dave Pratt, Tim 
Chellew, Bob Kohn, Brian Kern, Larry 

Hipple, & JoAnne Wilson  

Saturday, September 26:  Larry 
Versluis, Norm Antolik, Vern Sletten, & 

Fred Bonow 

Sunday, September 27: Bill Park, 
Glen McMillin, Dave Pratt, Tim 
Chellew, Bob Kohn, Brian Kern, & 

Larry Hipple  

Greeters 

5 - 6:30ðNancy Bonow &                   

Margaret Murphy  

6ð 9:00ï Dennis & Marsha Boarts 

12ð 6:30ðNancy Bonow &                  

Margaret Murphy  

13ð 9:00ð Dennis & Marsha Boarts 

19ð 6:30ð Nancy Bonow &                     

Joyce Hoffman  

20--9:00ð Candace Sountris & Chloe 

Hewitt 

26ð 6:30ð Nancy Bonow &                       

Joyce Hoffman  

27ð 9:00ð  Lee Copeland & Judy 

Hardesty 

Fellowship Callers 
  

5 & 6 - Bill & Doris Park 

12 & 13 ð Judy Knudsen & Betty 

Withrow 

19 & 20ð Joy Fauser & JoAnne Wilson 

26 & 27ð Ralph & Norma Grotelueschen 

 Acolytes 

September 5:  Elizabeth Antolik  

September 6:  Lindsey Ransom 

September 12:  Molly Rogers 

September 13:  Ryan Blaser 

September 19:  Adam Lack 

September 20: Cody Rossmiller 

September 26: Tanner Rusk 

September 27: Keith Verschoore 

Serving the Lord This Month: 

Thank you for your service!!  

Altar Guild 
 

Gloria Burke       Ramona Oltmann 
Elaine Newman 

Sunday Morning  
Coffee & Donuts 

6ñAvailable 

13ñ Available 

20ñ Available 

27ñ Available  

Eternal Candle  
September 6, 13, & 20ð Available 
OctoberðFull 
November 8ð Available 
December 13 & 20ðAvailable 
 

Flower Chart 
September 6 & 20ðAvailable 
October 25ðAvailable 
November 1ðAvailable 
DecemberðFull 

Joy & Comfort 

Ralph and Norma Grotelueschen have a 
new grandson, Joshua Michael Kroll, 
born August 3, 2009 weighing 7 pounds 7 
ounces.  Proud Parents are David and 
Renee Kroll who reside in Georgia. 

A word of Christian comfort to the family 
and friends of Ruth Buck upon her death 
on August 6.   
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September 1 ï  Janaan Hanson, John 
Honeycutt, Amber McMillin, Amber Orey, 
& Matthew Wasinger 
 

September 2 ï William Seidlitz 
 

September 3ï Adam Lack, Steve La-
Croix, & Alyssa Shelton 
 

September 5ï Rebecca Kays 
 

September 6 ï Erica Burnett & Matthew 
Dosch 
 

September 7ï Cassidy Denys, Hillary 
Ekin, & Pamela Fisher 
 

September 8ï  Judy Hardesty, Sheena 
Johnson, & Alexandra Miller 
 

September  9ï Robyn Cothron 
September 10ï   Dorothy Tribbett 
 

September 11ï Christopher Heller,    
Rebecca Koenig, Cheryl MacDougall, & 
Keith Schnabel 
 

September 12ï Adela Foster, Nolan  
Girard, & Marilyn Kupresin 
 

September 13ï Jim Beswick & Kaitlyn 
McMillin 
 

September 14ï Mary Engebrecht, Owen 
Hawkins, & James Vandierendonck 
 

September 15ï Martha Merritt 
 

September 16ï  LuAnn VanDierendonck 
& Judith Versluis 
 

September 17ï Judith DeGraeve 
 

September 18ï Sharon Kirklin 
 

September 21ï Karen Schmidt & Gary 
VanDeWoestyne 
 

Spetember 22ï Hilary Denys & Devin 

VanRycke 
 

September 23ï James Ruggles 
 

September 24ï Craig Hart & Helen 
Heiland 
 

September 25ï Lindsay Crane, Brian 
Hart, Thomas Hart, Steven Lackey, & 
Ryan Sager 
 

September 26ï Victoria Hanna 
 

September 27ï  Mark Bressler, Ty    
Chaffee, & Tara Hawkins 
 

September 28ï  Tammy Cady 
 

September  29ðKristy Anderson, Mary 
Arnold, Susan Busch, & Carlie Schofield 
 

September 30ð 
John McMillin, 
Lori Smith, Dawn 
Streeter, & Robert  
VandeWiele 
 
 

 

Church News 

Birthdayõs 

DATE  THIS YEAR  LAST YEAR  SUN. SCHOOL   RECEIVED 

7/26/09       249          258          none   $5,234.00 

8/2/09       246          239                     12    $7,757.00 

8/9/09       228           198             15    $6,022.00 

8/16/09       231          239            16     $3,906.00 

              June Simply Giving Totals  $1,957.00 

Weekly Attendance & Offerings 

Secretary Applications 

Receptionist/Clreical position will be opening in the church 
office the end of September. Cora Whipple will serve as 
the Lead Secretary when Joanne retires. The new position 
will be 20-24 hours (we can be flexible), with pay begin-
ning at minimum wage. If possible, we would like to train 
someone during the month of September. Ques-
tions?  Interest? Please contact the church office for a job 
description and application. 

Food Pantry 

Many of you know that our food pantry is now serving 
more and more people with our economy the way that it is.  
This causes our supplies to run lower and lower and our 
funding to continue to deplete.  Please consider donating 
non perishable food items: boxes of food, canned food, 
mac n cheese, cereal, veggies, etc. to our food pantry to 
help them restock the shelves.  All your help is much ap-
preciated by our volunteers and those who need food! 



Page 5 The Informer 

Church News 

Itôs time for the ringing and singing to 
begin!  All our groups welcome new 
members, so please come to join the 
veterans. 
 

Jane Hipple (755 2784) has already begun with the Heavenly 
Ringers, but that does not mean that you canôt start now.  
With the exception of Labor Day, they meet in the balcony on 
Mondays at 6:30 pm. 
 

Christine Engebrecht  (787 5928) leads the younger groups 
with Kids of the Kingdom singing; they rehearse one 
Wednesday a month from 5-6 pm in the Music Room at the 
south end of the education wing. 
 

The Cherub Chimers are under her direction in the same 
room every Wednesday from 6-6:30 pm.  The chimes are a 
great introduction to ringing handbells. 
 

These rehearsals begin on September 9. 
 

The Choir is directed by Lucille Perley (764 9079) and meets 
in the balcony on Wednesdays from 6:30-7:45 pm.  It is a 
mixed group of  voices, and members ages are from 8th 
grade to ééé. 
 

All our groups enjoy leading the congregation in worship of 
our Lord.  Plan to join us this year; it will be wonderful prac-
tice for when we get to Heaven! 

Notes from the Balcony 

The St. Johnôs family golf 
tournament will be Sunday, 
September 13th, with the 
first tee times starting at 
2:30 pm.   This is intended 
as a family event and 
prizes have been organized 
for youth through senior 
citizens and men and la-
dies.  Last year we had 32 
prizes to recognize and 
enhance the fun for this 
event. 
We will be playing 9 holes 
best ball for 4 person 
teams.  Youth, women, and 
Senior citizens may use the forward tees. Green fees are 
$12.00, cart fees are $6.50 if you do not care to walk, and pic-
nic fees are $5.00 with kids 12 and under eating free.  For 
safety purposes, children will only be allowed to drive a cart if 
they are less then 14 years old and have a parent at their side 
on the cart seat. 
Signup is on the stand in the hallway leading to the narthex and 
on the library counter.  You may sign up your 4 person team or 
just sign-up on the golf tournament announcement and we will 
establish teams for you. 
We will welcome non-golfers to attend the picnic which should 
start about 5:30 pm. 
Letôs make this an un-FORE-gettable day. 

Golf Outing 

Membership Report 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:   
Bradley Hayes  Kelly Hayes 
4713 8th Street  1152 Oak Drive 
East Moline, IL 61244 Colona, IL 61241 
792-5236 
 

Toni Helman  Katy (Kays) Bruss 
3316 S. Hampton Dr. 426 Carter Road   
Bettendorf, IA 52722 Clarksville, TN 37042  
 
Jeff Burke  Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Giertz 
 2740 E. 53rd Street  20 Pick Avenue  
 Davenport, Iowa   52806 Fort Levenworth, KS  66027 
 
Rebecca Kays  Michelle & Dalton Krumweide 
3547 West 73rd Place 508 38 Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60629  East Moline, IL 61244 

ADULT BAPTISM   ADULT CONFIRMAND 
Todd Miller ï June 20th    Naomi Lincoln, Josh  
    Shatteman, & Todd Miller 
JR. CONFIRMATION 
Ryan Blaser,  Zachery Chellew, Lindsey Ransom, Keith Verschoore 
 

TRANSFER IN 
Margo Blaser  and Carl Blazer* from Zion Lutheran, Taylor Ridge, IL 
Linda Hazen from Immanuel Lutheran, Rock Island, IL 
 

TRANSFER OUT                  *signifies baptized child 
Shannon Cady to Hope Lutheran, Shawnee, KS 
Marci Oltmann to Grace Lutheran, Sandy, UT 
 

MARRIAGE 
Lyndsie VanDeWoestyne to Michael Kerr ï June 20th 
Bryan Dennis and Amy Descamps ï July 18th 
 

RELEASE PER HER REQUEST:   Julie Hagg 
    6255 Beechtree Dr. 
    Unit 4307 
    West Des Moines, IA 50266-8627 


