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Dear friends in Christ Jesus, 
     In our post-modern 
age in which emotion 
has replaced revelation 
as the barometer of 
truth the words of St. 
Paul are of vital 
importance to those of 
us who want to identify 
ourselves as being truly 
catholic and genuinely 

Lutheran.  In the light of recent headlines that 
assume to speak to the beliefs of all Lutherans I 
believe it would be helpful for us to consider what it 
means to be Lutherans who hold onto what we have 
been taught. 
     True Lutheranism is defined by the following 
characteristics outlined by Dr. Theodore Engelder: 
 
1.   THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IS 

THAT BODY OF CHRISTIANS WHICH 
UNRESERVEDLY RECEIVES THE 
DOCTRINE THAT WAS AGAIN BROUGHT TO 
LIGHT THROUGH LUTHERôS 
REFORMATION, SUMMARIZED AND 
PUBLICLY CONFESSED AT AUGSBURG IN 
1530 AND REAFFIRMED AND UNFOLDED IN 
THE OTHER LUTHERAN SYMBOLS, AS THE 
PURE DOCTRINE OF THE WORD OF GOD.    

2.  THE LUTHERAN CHURCH IS THE BIBLE 
CHURCH 

3.  THE LUTHERAN CHURCH IS THE GOSPEL 
CHURCH 

4.  THE LUTHERAN CHURCH IS THE FAITHFUL 
ADMINISTRATOR OF THE GOSPEL AS THE      
SOLE INSTRUMENT OF SALVATION  

5.  THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OBSERVES AND 
MAINTAINS THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN 
LAW AND GOSPEL  

6.  THE LUTHERAN CHURCH IS THE TRUE 
VISIBLE CHURCH.   

7.  THE LUTHERAN CHURCH IS ONE WITH THE 
CHURCH OF THE APOSTLES.   

8.  THE LUTHERAN CHURCH IS [DOCTRINALLY] 
THE TRUE CATHOLIC CHURCH. 

9.  THE LUTHERAN CHURCH ACKNOWLEDGES 
GOD ALONE FOR OUR PURITY OF 
TEACHING. 

10.  THE LUTHERAN CHURCH, THE CHURCH OF 
THE PURE DOCTRINE, MAKES MUCH OF 
THE PURE DOCTRINE. 

11.  THE LUTHERAN CHURCH IS A 
CONFESSIONAL CHURCH. 

12.  THE LUTHERAN CHURCH, DEVOTED TO 
THE PURE DOCTRINE, IS THE FOE OF 
UNIONISM. 

13.  THE LUTHERAN CHURCH CANNOT 
TOLERATE UNIONISM, BUT LOVES AND 
LABORS FOR  CHRISTIAN UNION. 

14.  THE LUTHERAN CHURCHôS CHARACTER IS 
REFLECTED IN HER WORSHIP. 

15.  THE POLITY OF THE LUTHERAN CHURCH IS 
THAT OF THE APOSTOLIC CHURCH. 

16.  THE LUTHERAN CHURCH HAS RECEIVED 
THE PURE DOCTRINE OF GODôS WORD AS 
A SACRED TRUST. 

 
     In our post-denominational society in which the 
confession of Holy Scripturesô absolute teachings 
against every false belief is seen as unloving and 
narrow-minded, we have the privilege of shining the 
light of Godôs truth on a sin darkened society.  I 
encourage you to celebrate with me the blessings of 
our Lutheran confession as together we boldly and 
unashamedly professed the one true faith, handed 
down to us by God through the prophets, apostles 
and evangelists. 

            Peace in Christ, 

   
                          Pastor Umbarger 

 

   
   
Scripture AloneScripture AloneScripture Alone   
                              Faith AloneFaith AloneFaith Alone   
                                             Grace AloneGrace AloneGrace Alone   
 

ò..continue in what 
you have learned and 
have become con-
vinced of, because 
you know those from 
whom you learned 
it..ó (2 Timothy 3:14) 

From Pastorõs Desk:  
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My friends and family in Christð 
 
 Itôs once again my very favorite time of year...the leaves are turning their beautiful colors of yellow, 
orange and red.  They crops are fading into their amber beauty.  You notice that little bite of chill in the air.  And 
occasionally on a Friday night you find yourself in the stands of the local football game cheering on that team that 
never seems to pull one out.  (We all know everyone goes to watch the band anyway...no offense, Iôm speaking 
about my home high school)  There is just something so special to me about this time of year. 

 
 Perhaps itôs that I grew up in the country and I see the corn (like that coming out the auger 
to the left) as gold to my dad.  That pumpkin at the top has been growing and blooming all summer and is 
finally at the stage now were itôs reached itôs potential.  I love the hayrack rides, the bonfires, and the hot apple 
cider that comes with the season.  But mostly I think itôs the fact that I know that God is preparing every bit of 
the earth for the snow that is about to fall.  Heôs protecting it from the harsh cold that will soon cover it.   
 
 In a previous informer I wrote about the changing seasons as seasons of our lives, but today Iôm just 
writing about the beauty that is all around us.  I invite you to take it all in and enjoy it as time seems ever 
fleeting these days.  I would encourage your family to take time to go to the pumpkin patch together or sit 
around a board game in the evening chill with a nice warm glass of Apple Cider.  Most importantly though take 

time in this season of beauty to be still...to look around and enjoy the beautiful creation God has given us. 
 
 I also want to invite your family to our annual Trunk or Treat evening.  We moved the time up a little to keep it light 
out and we provide all the fun!  Please take a moment to see the information below and plan to join us!  This too is one of the 
many blessings God has given us...time in fellowship and fun with our brothers & sisters.  
 
 In Himð 
     Shannon <>< 
 

A C.E.L. Production 

St. Johnõs Memberõs invite you to join 
us for the 3 rd annual Trunk or Treat!  
Memberõs here will open their trunks 
to you & provide safe treats for your 
children. There will be Hot Dogs & 
chips for dinner & Sõmores for Dessert!  
Hayrack Rides, Games, & Fellowship 
are free to all!  The event will be in 
the parking lot at St. Johnõs! 
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Ushers 

Saturday, October 3:  Vern Sletten, 

Fred Krack, & Evan Antolik 

Sunday, October 4: Jim Homann, Mar-
sha Boarts, Scott Mattly, Bill Green, & 

Esther Cashion  

Saturday, October 10:  Vern Sletten & 

Bill Byles 

Sunday, October 11: Jeff Belan, Tim 
Chellew, Mark Grotelueschen, & Dave 

Cashion  

Saturday, October 17: Vern Sletten, 

Bill Byles & Fred Krack 

Sunday, October 18: Steve Lackey, 
Charlie Britton, Alan Beuster, Kevin 

Verschoore, & Esther Cashion  

Saturday, October 24:  Vern Sletten & 

George Fellows 

Sunday, October 25: Larry Hipple, 
Candace Sountris, Kevin McAnally, & 

Dennis Schaefer 

Saturday, October 31: Vern Sletten, 

Bill Byles, & Fred Krack 

Greeters 

3 - 6:30ð Candance & David Sountris  

4ð 9:00ï Don & Donna Hakeman 

10ð 6:30ð LouAnn DeRammelaere & 

Joyce Hoffman  

11ð 9:00ð  Ed & Janet Wachs  

17ð 6:30ð Bill & Doris Byles  

18--9:00ð Dennis & Margie Schaefer 

24ð 6:30ð  JoAnn Wilson & Helen Carter 

25ð 9:00ð  Chloe Hewitt & Candance 

Sountris 

31-- 6:30ñJoAnn Wilson & Helen Carter 

 

Fellowship Callers 
  

3 & 4 - Linda Sharp 

10 & 11 ð Philip & Lories Graham 

17 & 18ð Duane & Ronda Little 

24 & 25ð Bill & Doris Park 

31 & 1 - Judy Knudsen & Betty Withrow 

 Acolytes 

October 3:  Leah Weber  

October 4:  Tanner McAnally 

October 10: Jacob Pena 

October 11: Ben Dosch 

October 17:  Cade Kosche 

October 18:  Max Park 

October 24:  Adam Lack 

October 25:  Jared Sountris 

October 31:  Suzannah Weber 

November 1: Tanner Rusk 

Serving the Lord This Month: 

Thank you for your service!!  

Altar Guild 
 

Cora Whipple       Carol Vrban 
Cori Rossmiller 

Sunday Morning  
Coffee & Donuts 

 

4, 11, 18, & 25ñ ALL 

Available  

Eternal Candle  
OctoberðFull 
November 8ð Available 
December 13 & 20ðAvailable 
 

Flower Chart 
October 25ðAvailable 
November ðFull 
DecemberðFull 

Celebration 

We want to celebrate someone 

who has spent many years serv-

ing the Lord here! 

 

JoAnne Wilson 

Retirement Dinner 
 

 Fri., October 23:  
5:30-6:30-Reception in concourse 

6:30-7:30ï Dinner 

7:30-8:30-Program 
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October 1 ï  Marly Whipple 
 

October 2 ï Michelle Bump  
 

October 3ï Jeffrey Borkgren, James 
Fauser, Sherry Orey &Tammy Sullivan 
 

October 4ï Emilee Livesay, Tom Niel-
sen, Madison Streeter, Arlene VanRycke,  
Katelynn VanRycke & Joshua Webb 
 

October 5 ï Bret VanDeWoestyne  
 

October 6 ï Mary Heino  
 

October 7ï  Shannon Buth,  Ellen 
Glimpse & Floria Moore  
 

October  8ï Jillian Cross & Robby     
Ruggles  

October 9ï  Peyton Mattly  & Michael 
McCollum  
 

October 10ï Cristina Braddy, Trevor 
Keogh, Sarah Pratt, & Chloe Rouse  
 

October 11ï Lisa Kelly & Emma Noah  
 

October 12ï Joyce Kuse, Diana Lackey 
& Ronald Wilson  
 

October 13ï Alan Beuster, Esther 
Cashion, Steven Erickson, Rick Fauser, 
Jill Johanson, & Eric MacDonald   
 

October 14ï Roger Abbitt & Mary Wulf 

 
October 15ï Gloria Burke, Jared Fleck & 
Frank Hodshire  
 

October 16ï  Megan Armstrong & Ryan 
Griffin  
 

October 17ï  Barbara Buck & Bertha 
Lemkau  
 

October 20ï Andrew Burke, Kaylie Pena 
& Taylor Smith  
 

October  21ï Steven Carter, Colton Gar-
cia & Connie Garcia  
 

October 23ï Thomas Bowman  
 

October 24ï Jeffery Fauser, Andrew 
Kasten, Kelly Lack, Dawsyn McDonald & 
Angela Mueller  
 

October 25ï Gracie Erickson, Charles 
Knudsen III & Margery Park  
 

October 26ï Georgeanne Clark & Diane 
Peck  
 

October 28ï Wendy Kirby & Lawrence 
Versluis  
 

October 29ï  Cynthia Gray  
 

October 31ï  Jason Krack , Cannden 

Spicer, Betty VerStraete & Jonah Wilson

Church News 

Birthdayõs 

DATE  THIS YEAR  LAST YEAR  SUN. SCHOOL   RECEIVED 

8/23/09       229          249            14    $5,387.00 

8/30/09       221          204                     11    $4,561.00 

9/6/09       208           268             32    $6,600.00 

9/13/09       253          216            50     $5,894.00 

9/20/09       260          230            46    $8,476.00 

              August Simply Giving Totals  $1,957.00 

Weekly Attendance & Offerings 

Church Keys 

Our records for people who have keys 
to the church are being updated.  If you 
are in possession of a key for the 
church please call the church office to 

verify your key number.  If you have a key you are no 
longer using please turn it in to the church office.  Thank 
You! 

Food Pantry 

Many of you know that our food pantry is now serving 
more and more people with our economy the way that it is.  
This causes our supplies to run lower and lower and our 
funding to continue to deplete.  Please consider donating 
non perishable food items to our food pantry to help them 
restock the shelves.  All your help is much appreciated by 
our volunteers and those who need food! 


