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My family in Christ, 
     Over the years my wife has desperately tried to 
teach the members of our family to exercise good 
manners.  One lesson we have failed to follow 
almost as often as she has taught it is when you 
receive a gift send a thank you note, immediately.   
She warned us that not acknowledging and giving 
thanks was rude.  It puts the giver in the awkward 
position of wondering if you even received the gift.  
In addition, it gives the impression that you either 
did not like the gift or are just plain ungrateful.  In 
the way of the law my wife has warned the 
children that if they repeatedly fail to acknowledge 
and give thanks for the gifts they receive people 
will stop giving them. 
    It is good that the Lord does not stop giving 
gifts to us, His children, when we fail to 
acknowledge His blessings or give Him thanks 
and praise.  If that were the case the rain would 
have stopped falling and the sun stopped shining 
long ago.  He showers us with all things not 
because of what we have done to deserve them 
or only in relationship to the gratitude we express.  
He blesses us only because of His Fatherly love 
and divine mercy. 
     With that being said, it is still the greatest act of 
spiritual rudeness to receive Godôs blessings 
without so much as a prayer of thanks, a song of 
praise, or a day of worship.  So often, rather than 
a sweet little card of gratitude our Lord receives 
long, nasty letters of complaint.  He rarely hears 
back from us when we are enjoying His gifts, but 
gets an earful when we want something.  Such a 
response is not only rude, it is sinful. 
     If for no other reason let us give thanks that 
God has sent us the greatest gift of all in His Son., 
Jesus has taken away these sins along with the 
sins of the whole world, nailing them in His body 
to the cross.  After being raised in glory and 

ascending into heaven He poured out on us the 
gift of the Holy Spirit to create in us new lives and 
grateful hearts. 
     This Thanksgiving I invite you to join me in 
worship to give thanks in prayer and to raise your 
voice to give praise in song for all the Lord has 
done for you.  In addition, if you are willing, I invite 
you to write a thank you card to God for the good 
gifts He has given you so that we may display all 
of them at the church as a witness to one another 
and as a source of shared joy. 
     In closing I leave you with the words of ñNow 
Thank We All Our Godò LSB 895: 
 Now thank we all our God 
   With hearts and hand and voices 
 Who wondrous things has done, 
    In whom His world rejoices; 
 Who from our motherôs arms 
    Has blest us on our way 
 With countless gifts of love 
    And still is ours today. 
 

In Thankful Service to you, 

   
                           
 
          Pastor Umbarger 

 

   
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
òO God, I will render thank offerings to you.  For you have delivered my soul from death, yes 
my feet from falling that I may walk before God in the light of life.ó  (Ps. 56:12b-13) 

From Pastorõs Desk:  
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My friends and family in Christð 
 
 In September I was lucky enough to be a part of the LWML Rally that was held here at St. Johnôs.  I thought it was 
a beautiful day of fun and fellowship with women of God.  I was helping to choose hymns for the day and kept running across 
the hymn Give Thanks.  Feel free to hum along hereé 
   

 ñGive thanks with a grateful heart, Give thanks to the Holy One, Give Thanks because  
 Heôs given Jesus Christ His Son.  And now let the weak say I am strong, let the poor  

 say I am rich, because of what the Lord has done for me.ò 
 

 I donôt want to reiterate what Pastor said on the page before this, but in all things earthly and happy we do give thanks.  It 
seems as though when things are hard we forget to give thanks, but we really need to remember to thank God for our trials cause its in 
those moments that Heôs reminding us about His sacrifice and there is nothing that He doesnôt understand that we are going through. 
 
 I know the preschool went through its share of trials at the beginning of the year, but Iôm happy to report that things are going 
very smoothly with combining the 4 year olds down to one class.  We are spending lots of time learning lots and lots about The Old 
Testament right now.  We even learn stories that arenôt as common for teaching children such as the birth of Isaac.  The kids are like little 
sponges absorbing every detail of these stories and we are so lucky to experience their innocence and excitement as we learn them 
again along with them.   
 
 It has been quite a learning experience for me over the past few months here remembering to balance and work with all angles 
of my position.  Iôm grateful for the patience of the staff and congregation as I learn and grow in my time here.  Iôm excited to continue in 
my growth and experience with time here.  I know that in the future we will have many more great ideas and I look forward to those 
opportunities.  Iôm also thankful for how the Lord is using me and for the times that He has to pull me close and remind me that without 
Him here I am really doing nothing as well. 
 
 I pray you all have a blessed Thanksgiving leading into a joyous advent filled with the Blessings of Godôs love through the birth 
of His Son Jesus Christ.   
 
 In Himð 
     Shannon <>< 
 

A C.E.L. Production 

Sunday, November 8 ð RRR 1-6?ð
Raking & Pizza!! 

Friday, November 6ðFFFð7-10:30 Bring a snack and a drink to 
share!  Host Needed! 

 

Sunday, November 8 ð RRR 1-6?ðRaking & Pizza!! 

 

Sunday, November 22ðYouth Groupð11:30-3 p.m.ð
Packing Food Pantry Boxes & Games 

Free Yard Work Available 

The youth will be doing their annual Rake, Run, and Refresh service project for 

all those who need their yard cleaned up and are not able to get the job done 

without help.  The youth will be serving (raking, sweeping, and removing all of 

Youth & Family News 
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Ushers 

Sunday, November 1: Charlie Britton, 
Kristian Umbarger, Earl Schaefer, Joan 

Schaefer, & Matt Dosch  

Saturday, November 7:  Vern Sletten 

& Norm Antolik 

Sunday, November 8: Matt Dosch, 
Kristian Umbarger, Earl Schaefer, & 

Joan Schaefer  

Saturday, November 14: Vern Sletten, 

Norm Antolik, & Larry Versluis 

Sunday, November 15: Charlie Britton, 
Kristian Umbarger, Don Hakeman, 

Donna Hakeman, & Matt Dosch  

Saturday, November 21:  Vern Sletten 

& Norm Antolik 

Sunday, November 22: Charlie Britton, 
Kristian Umbarger, Matt Dosch, & Mike 

Dosch 

Wednesday, November 25: Vern   

Sletten & Charlie Britton 

Saturday, November 28: Vern Sletten, 

Norm Anotlik, & Larry Versluis 

Sunday, November 29: Charlie Britton, 
Kristian Umbarger, Don Hakeman, 

Donna Hakeman, & Ron Heitzman 

Greeters 

1 - 9:00ð Unavailable 

7ð 6:30-  Chris & Diana Caldwell 

8ð 9:00ï Unavailable 

14ð 6:30ð Joyce Hoffman & Gail 

Massey 

15ð 9:00ð  Unavailable 

21ð 6:30ð Joyce Hoffman & Ruby    

Pancrazio 

22--9:00ð Unavailable 

25ð 6:30ð  LouAnn DeRammelaere & 

Ruby Pancrazio 

28-- 6:30ñ Helen Carter & LouAnn 

DeRammelaere 

29ð 9:00ð  Unavailable 

 

Fellowship Callers 
  

31 & 1 - Judy Knudsen & Betty Withrow 

7 & 8 ð Joy Fauser & Joanne Wilson 

14 & 15ð Ralph & Norma Grotelueschen 

21 & 22ð Linda Sharp 

28 & 29ð Philip & Lories Graham 

 Acolytes 

November 1: Tanner Rusk 

November 7:  Jacob Pena 

November 8: Ryan Dosch 

November 14: Elizabeth Antolik 

November 15:  Cody Rossmiller 

November 21:  Cade Kosche 

November 22:  Katie Engebrecht 

November 26:  Alex Verschoore 

(Thanksgiving Eveð6:30 pm) 

November 28:  Adam Lack 

November 29: Alena Rossmiller 

Serving the Lord This Month: 

Thank you for your service!!  

Altar Guild 
 

Amanda McMillin           Cindy Hart 
Margie Schaefer 

Sunday Morning  
Coffee & Donuts 

 

November 1, 8, 15, 22, & 29ñ 

ALL Available  

December 6, 13, 20, & 27ñ  

ALL Available  

Eternal Candle  
November 8ð Available 
December 13 & 20ðAvailable 
 

Flower Chart 

November ðFull 
DecemberðFull 



If you are willing to donate perishable items please contact the 
church office (792-0755) by Thursday, Nov. 19th,  so an accurate 
count may be kept.  Perishable items may be brought to the church by 
Sunday morning, Nov. 22nd. 
 
Perishable items needed: 

Frozen turkey                   Eggs 
Rolls                                 Pumpkin pie 
Potatoes                           Apples and Oranges 

 
PLEASE NOTE:  Nonperishable food donated at the Thanksgiving 

worship service will be used for the Christmas food baskets. 
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November 1 ï Jessica Dobbeleare,    

Patrick Lackey, & Jon Ruggles 

November 3 ï Evan Didelot & Marcus 

Shinn 

November 4 ï Karen Anderson & Nancy 

Krack 

November 5 ï Craig Clough, Noah Cobb, 

Nancy Davis, Annika Didelot, Cory Hanna, & 
Steven Hanson 

November 6 ï Suzanne Goderis, Norma 

Grotelueschen, Sydney Heller, & Christine 
Mueller 

November 7 ï Jodie Marner & Jacob 

McMillin 

November 8 ï Denise Kelly, Margaret 

Murphy, & Summer Shinn 

November 9 ï  Isiah Berberich\ 

November 10 ï Thomas Duncan & 

Jacqueline Wilson 

November 11 ï Duane Herron 

November 13 ï Monica Brashears & 

Laura Seidlitz 

November 14 ï Ashley St. John 

November 15 ï Alyssa Busch, Samuel 

Cady, & James Vrban 

November 16 ï Ashley Buck, Gene Miller, 

& Maxwell Park 

November 17 ï Cody Kays 

November 1 8ï Marsha Boarts, Carole 

Hodshire, & Diane Ransom 

November 19 ï Jamie Krack 

November 20 ï Cheryl Brooks & Sean 

Coon, Jr. 

November 21 ï Peter Schaefer 

November 22 ï Stephanie Johnson & Jill 

Ryan 

November 23 ï Kyle Kern 

November 24 ï Sarah Williams 

November 25 ï Dennis Boarts, Charles 

Britton, & Joann Sager 

November 26 ï Diane Kosche & Lexi 

Wingert 

November 27ï Ingrid Hodshire, Kimberly 

Hurley, & Hannah Rossmiller 

November 28 ï William Green 

November 29 ï Anthony Fauser, Lories 

Graham, Robert Kohn, Austin Kruger, & 
Charles VanRycke 

November 30 ï  Michael Smith 

Church News 

Birthdayõs 

DATE  THIS YEAR  LAST YEAR  SUN. SCHOOL   RECEIVED 

9/27/09               202          229            39                   $5,023..00 

10/04/09            242          248                                    43     $9,038.00 

10/11/09           224                         241                     37     $9,738.00               

10/18/09           252          245                     34     $4,161.00 

                         

      28% average monthly attendance at St. Johnôs       September Simply Giving Totals                     $1,957.00 

Weekly Attendance & Offerings 

Food Pantry Thanksgiving Boxes 

Wednesday, November 18th is the deadline for Thanksgiving basket 
orders.  If you would like to refer a needy family to receive a basket, 
please call the church office (792-0755).  Be sure to indicate the num-
ber of people in the family. 
 

There will be a basket near the altar beginning Saturday, Nov. 14th 
and continuing until Sunday, Nov. 22nd for nonperishable food dona-
tions for the Thanksgiving food baskets.  The following are needed: 
 

Turkey gravy (canned or packets)       Stuffing Mix 
Canned Vegetables                             Canned Fruit 
Macaroni & Cheese                             Cranberry Sauce 
                                        Jell-O 
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Church News 

Membership Report 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS   
Jeff & Holly Belan 
2719-8th Street 
East Moline, IL 61244  

     60+ met for a Noon Potluck on October 20, 2009 with 10 
members and one guest, Louise Allen. 
     Our program was presented by Fiona Arrizza, a firefighter
-paramedic with the East Moline Fire Department.  She 
showed us about safety in our homes. 
     Meeting was called to order by President Arlene Van 
Rycke.  Secretary and Treasurerôs reports were read and 
approved.  Five cards were sent.  The November meeting 
will be a Pot Luck at ñChrist the King Lutheran Church.ò  The 
date is November 17, 2009.   
     The birthday song was sung to Arlene Van Rycke.  Devo-
tions were by Pastor Heino on 2 Corinthians.  We closed 
with the Lordôs Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted,  
Secretary,  Joy Fauser 

60 Plus  

     The LWML will hold their monthly meeting on November 19 at 6:30 p.m. 
Our hostesses will be Marion Dumer and Patti Stojan.  The program will be a 
Bible Study.  We will be hoping to see you at the meeting. 
     The Christmas Cheer Brunch will be held on December 5 at 10:00 a.m. in 
the Janssen rooms.  Come and bring a guest as we join other Christian 
women in preparing our hearts for the birth of the Christ child.  We will be 
packing cookies as Christmas gifts for the residents of Arrowhead Ranch.  A 
sign-up sheet will be placed on the Library counter.   

LWML   

Thanksgiving Potluck 

The Potluck this year will be on Sunday, 
November 22nd after Bible Study.  Please 
bring your own Table Service. The Board 
of Parish Ministry will provide Drinks.  Sign

-up sheet is on the Library counter.   

A Special Thank You 

The family of Ruth Evelyn Buck would like to thank everyone for their cards, 
support and prayers.  A special thanks to all who prepared and served the 
luncheon.  

Thanks again 
Merlyn Buck, Alan & Barb, Blake and Ashley Buck 

CLHS 

Help the students at Christ Lutheran High School bag hun-
ger! Once again, Christ Lutheran High School is participating 
in the Student Food Drive and will be collecting nonperish-
able food items from now until November 5th. If you would 
like to donate to CLHS's collection, please drop off your 
items at the CLHS office, 3300 24th St., Rock Island. Since 
the Student Food Drive began in 1986, schools in the Quad 
Cities have collected 12,191,154 pounds of food for our local 
food banks. 

Stewardship Report 

A WORD ON FAITHFUL STEWARDSHIP  
  Stewardship is Godôs way of using everyone and everything everywhere to 
spread the Good News of Jesus Christ. 
    God blesses us temporally with food, clothes, shelter, jobs, friends and 
family.  God also richly blesses us spiritually with His Word and Sacraments 
and especially with the gift of our Savior.  How are we going to respond to 
this? 
     We know God doesnôt wish to ñcollectò from anyone but He does want an 
offering based on our love for Him and how He has blessed us.  The Wise 
Men gave their best to Jesus.  So should we. 
     Proportionate giving is taught in both the Old and New Testaments.  Prov-
erbs 3:9 says, ñHonor the Lord with your wealth and first fruits of all your 
crops.ò  In 1 Corinthians 16:2 St. Paul says, ñOn the first day of the week 
each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with his in-
come.ò   God is not unreasonable.  Giving is done in proportion to the way 
God has blessed.   
     Here are two questions to ask as we plan our pledge:  1.  Does the per-
cent of my present offering to the Lord express my faith and gratitude to Him?  
2.  What percent would be more accurate?  May God guide and bless our 
deliberation. 
    Psalm 76:11 reads, ñMake vows to the Lord your God and fulfill them.ò  He 
wants us to pledge. 
     God tells us how He will respond to first fruits giving in Proverbs 3:10, 
ñThen your barns will be filled to overflowing and your vats brim with new 
wine. ñ  You can translate that to your income whether it be wages, pensions , 
IRAôs or whatever your source of income.  God does bless our gifts that are 
given in faith and love. 
     When we repent of our sins and trust the victory Jesus won for us on the 
cross, we will give because we love Jesus and want His kingdom to grow. 
Godôs blessings to all of us as we make our pledge on November 15, 2009. 

Trunk or Treat Thanks 

I would like to thank everyone who donated time, talents, 
and stuff to Trunk or Treat this year!  We had 157 people 
register and I know there were a few more who didnôt.  The 
night was fun for everyone!!  THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
HELP! 

Live Nativity Help  

Help Needed for Live Nativity!!  All characters, costume help, & set design!!  
See Shannon today to see what you can do!! 


