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    Have you noticed that it seems to be getting 
more and more difficult to unwrap Christmas.   
    With shrink wrap, strapping tape, and tough 
adhesives, modern technology has made it a 
challenge to get to the gift  beneath the 
packaging.     
   I recently ran across the following poem 
regarding the difficulty of unwrapping  gifts: 
 
Hats off to you makers of gadgets galore. 
Hooray for your shipping and stackage. 
But why do you make it so hard, more and 
more,  
To take all your wares from the package? 
 
Your cartons and bags, I canôt cut with a knife. 
The strength of your cardboardðfantastic! 
Iôm sure Iôve spent easily half of my life, 
Just fighting my way into plastic. 
 
Your labels resist any solvent on earth. 
Your tape is as tough as an ox. 
Iôve paid for my purchaseðbut what is it worth. 
If I canôt get it out of the box? 
 
    As difficult as it might be to get our holiday 
purchases out of their boxes, what is becoming 
even more difficult is getting to Godôs Christmas 
gift. Isaiah promised that ña child [would be] 
born to us and to us a Son [would be] givenò 
and He would be called ñWonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace.ò  That gift, God coming to us in the flesh 
to save us,  lay under the tree for hundreds of 
years while the world waited for the first 
Christmas so they could unwrap it.   
    Finally an angel appeared to shepherds in 

the field near Bethlehem and announced to 
them that it was time to open it.  He declared, 
ñunto you is born this day in the City of David a 
Savior, who is Christ, the Lord.ò   
     Each year, however, it seems to be getting 
harder to get Him out of the box.  The 
packaging of the season has made it nearly 
impossible for many to unwrap and enjoy His 
blessings.  For some He has no worth since He 
remains hidden and inaccessible to them.  
Christmas remains hidden for them beneath the 
wrapping of fat men in red suits, Black Friday 
bargains, decorations and festivities.    Like the 
frustrated author of the poem we want 
something more spend half our life fighting our 
way through this worldôs plastic to unwrap the 
real Christmas and enjoy the gift that God has 
given us in His Son.      
    My prayer for you this season is that through 
participation in worship you will be fully 
equipped to cut through all the packaging of the 
ñholidaysò and come to unwrap and enjoy the 
wonderful gift of the ñChrist Mass.ò      

 
A blessed Christmas,  

                           

           Pastor Umbarger 

 

   
   
 

From Pastorõs Desk:  

òFor unto you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is Christ, the 
Lord.ó   (Lk. 2:11) 

Jacob Corzine will 
be our guest 
preacher on      

December 26 & 27.  
He will also lead 

Bible study the 27. 
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Monday, December 14ðPost Confirmation 
Fellowship time with traditional pizza roles 
and chips as well as our Christmas White 
Elephant Gift Exchange & some other 
Christmas Fun! Join us after confirma-
tion at 7:30 til 8:30 p.m.!   

Friday, December 4ðFFF Christmas PartyðBennigans & Com-
edy Sportz, you bring money for dinner and a Christmas orna-
ment to exchange for fun, Board of Youth will pay your way into 
Comedy Sportz.  We have the room at Bennigans at 5 p.m. 

 

Sunday, December 20ðYouth Groupð11:30-2 p.m.ð
Pizza lunch & bowling...bring a friend and join in an 
afternoon of fun and fellowship together. Devotion to 
close the afternoon. 

Youth & Family News 

My friends and family in Christð 
 
 As Christmas time is upon us once again Iôm drawn to the awesome 
joy that comes from Christôs Birth and the promise that is given to us through 
Him.  In Senior High Bible Study right now we are going through a book called 
Christ Have Mercy.  The book shares some wonderful lessons each showing 
more and more what an awesome thing mercy really is; the undeserved love 
that Christ pours out for us on the cross.   
 
 Through the lessons in the book weôve gotten into many discussions 
on serving our neighbor and how that service flows from the need they have 
and the love of Christ dwelling within us.  It is truly an awesome thing to serve 
someone else out of your love for our Lord, to literally be His hands and feet 
here. 
 Which comes right back around to the meaning of Christmas, Jesus 
born for us.  Born to live a perfect life for us, born to die for us, born to endure 
hell for us, and born to rise for us to show us that death was conquered when 
He took it upon Himself to do all those things.  All our needs were fulfilled and 
all the promises of forgiveness came to us in that small Child.  As Martin Lu-
ther said, ñThe mystery of the humanity of Christ, that he sunk himself into our 
flesh, is beyond all human understanding.ò   
 I pray that you and your family are reminded this Christmas of just 
how great this gift is and that as you celebrate you take time to join us for the 
services we offer to praise Christ for all he has done for us and for the free gift 
mercy which he pours out to us daily. 
 
 In Himð 
     Shannon <>< 

We would like to invite you and your 
family to join us for our Live Nativity 

on Christmas Eve from 8:30ï 10 p.m.  
Enjoy the Nativity from the warmth of 

our concourse with refreshments, 
music and fellowship all included.  We  

look forward to seeing you there! 

The Nativity of our Lord      

 Following the 
6:30 New Years 
Eve Service 

Join us for our annual New 
Years Eve Party with food and 
games for people of all ages!!   
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Ushers 

Wednesday, December 2: Unavailable 

Saturday, December 5:  Vern Sletten, Bill 

Byles, & Chris Caldwell 

Sunday, December 6: Brian Engebrecht, 
Ben Engebrecht, Bernie Eckhart, Amanda 

Imig, & Al Beuster  

Wednesday, December 9: Lee Copeland, 

Karen Schmidt, Vern Sletten, & Al Beuster 

Saturday, December 12: Vern Sletten & 

Chris Caldwell 

Sunday, December 13: John Iwen, Kay 

Iwen, Brian Rossmiller, & Keith Foehrkolb 

Wednesday, December 16: Unavailable 

Saturday, December 19: Vern Sletten, Bill 

Byles & Chris Caldwell 

Sunday, December 20: John Iwen, Kay 
Iwen, Brian Rossmiller, Cora Whipple, & 

Carole Vrban 

Thursday, December 24 (Christmas Eve) 

10:30: Odd Crew 

Friday, December 25 (Christmas):      

Unavailable 

Saturday, December 26: Vern Sletten 

Sunday, December 27: Brian Nielson 

Thursday, December 31 (New Years 

Eve): Unavailable 

Greeters 

2 - 9:00ð Lee Copeland & Joy Fauser 

5ð 6:30-  Betty & Jeff Streeter 

6ð 9:00ï Peggy Dufur & Sue Fisher 

9-6:30 - Unavailable  

12ð 6:30ð Betty & Jeff Streeter 

13ð 9:00ð  Joann Sager & Arlene VanRycke 

16ð 6:30ð Donna Hakeman & Ann         

Engebrecht 

19--9:00ð Betty Sletten & Denise Kelly 

20ð 6:30ð  Joann Sager 

24-- 7:00ñ The Dosch Family                                                   

10:30ñDennis & Marsha Boarts 

25ð 9:00ð  Dave & Esther Cashion 

26-- 6:30ñ Norm & Orene Antolik 

27ð 9:00ñUnavailable 

31ð 6:30ñDennis & Margie Schafer 

Fellowship Callers 
  

5 & 6 - Judy Knudsen & Betty Withrow 

12 & 13 ð Joy Fauser & Joanne Wilson 

19 & 20ð Ralph & Norma Grotelueschen 

26 & 27ð Linda Sharp 

 Acolytes 

December 2: Molly Rogers 

December 5:  Jacob Pena 

December 6: Tanner McAnally 

December 9: Leah Weber 

December 12:  Cade Kosche 

December 13:  Ben Dosch 

December 16:  Max Park 

December 19:  Elizabeth Antolik 

December 20:  Jared Sountris 

December 24: Ryan Dosch 

(Christmas  Eveð6:30 pm) 

December 24: Alex Verschoore 

(Christmas Eveð10:30 pm) 

December 25: Suzannah Weber 

(Christmasð6:30 pm) 

December 26: Cody Rossmiller 

December 27: Tanner Rusk 

December 31: Katie Engebrecht 

(New Years Eveð6:30 

pm) 

Serving the Lord This Month: 

Thank you for your service!!  
You shine with the Light of Christ!  

Altar Guild 
 

See Schedule in Office as 
December changes from 
weekend to weekend. 

Sunday Morning  
Coffee & Donuts 

 

December 6 & 13ñMarsha 

Boarts 

December 20 & 27ñ Available 

Eternal Candle  
December 13 & 20ðAvailable 
 

Flower Chart 
DecemberðFull 

Advent Suppers 
2ï Tacos 
9ï Soup &  

Sadwhiches 
16ï Soups &  

Desserts 

Served from 
5:30-6:20 p.m. 


