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Dear family of Christ, 
 
 Happy New Year and a Blessed Epiphany! 
 
  As we begin another year under Godôs grace it is 
my prayer that our LORD will give us a strong 
sense of direction and purpose as His people.  
 
   I must confess that there are times when I feel 
that this has been lacking in myself and in our 
congregation.   
 
   I can relate very well to the story of the farmer 
who got up in the morning to feed the sheep.  He 
started to get the feed when he saw the tractor 
needed to be fixed.  He started for the barn to get 
the tools when he saw that the wood needed to be 
chopped.  He started to the wood pile to get an axe 
when he noticed the horses were out of the corral.  
He ran to catch the horses and then noticed the 
barn had caught fire, so he forgot the horses and 
ran to put out the fire.  While putting out the fire, he 
heard his wife yelling to him that the gas stove was 
not working and he needed to fix it. 
 
   I feel that way sometimes in the church.  I get so 
busy trying to do and fix so many things that I donôt 
get to do what I have been called to do, ñfeed the 
sheep.ò  I look around and there are broken and 
abandoned programs to be fixed, projects to finish, 
and people to chase down and get back in the 
corral.  And then there are all the fires to be put out.  
The end of the day or week comes and I wonder, 
what have I done?  Then someone comes along 
with a grand idea or new vision that they want me to 
implement involving something that they believe 
needs to be fixed and off I go.  The next thing you 
know our church is directionless and the sheep 
never get fed. 
 
    In this season of Epiphany let us learn from the 
Magi to keep our focus as we journey through the 
coming year.  Those men who traveled from the 

East were on a mission.  They had been told 
about a great light that would appear to lead them 
to the One who was born King of the Jews and 
Savior of the world.  They did not allow 
themselves to be sidetracked, but kept their eyes 
on the star until it finally came to rest over the 
place where Mary, Joseph and the little Lord 
Jesus were staying.  They were blessed in their 
worship because they kept their focus. 
 
    The Lord has placed us as members of St. 
Johnôs Lutheran Church here in this place and 
has given us a mission, also.  He says, ñPreach 
the Gospel,ò and commissions us, ñGo, make 
disciples of all nations by baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit and by teaching them to observe all 
that I have commanded you.ò  It is not about our 
grand ideas, new visions, or all the programs that 
keep breaking down on us.  It is all calling, 
gathering and  feeding the Lordôs flock with the 
Word of God.   
 
    My prayer for you and for me is that we will 
keep our eyes focused on our mission this year,  
as we walk in the light of Christ and share that 
light with others in this sin darkened world.                     
 
In Christôs Love, 

  

P
Pastor Umbarger 
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From the CEL Staff & Myself... 

Best Wishes for a Blessed New Year 

 What an abundance of blessings Christmas brings to us.  I am once again in awe of the wonderful news of our Saviorôs 

birth and what that news means to us as we look ahead to His death and resurrection.  I pray that the meaning of Christmas and 

what His death has redeemed us from carries through into the New Year with you. 

 I know that the children returning is always an exciting part about the New Year for me.  It seems that over break they 

grow just a little more and are so excited to get back to learning in the classroom.  I wanted to take just a moment to let everyone 

know that the Preschool would love to have your support in 2010.  We have added a fundraiser that is perfect for all members of 

the church to come and check out.  We will be having a craft fair on March 13 from 9 amï 3 pm here at St. Johnôs.   

 We need not only your financial support, but more importantly, your prayers for our center.  This world is 

ever changing and it seems harder and harder to teach the story of Christ, but our teachers work diligently to get 

the message to these children.  Your prayers for attendance to remain consistent and the message of Christ and 

Him crucified would be much appreciated!   

In His Graceð 

              Shannon  <>< 
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Godõs Blessings for 
a Hope filled and 
Joyous New Year!  

A C.E.L. Production 

January 2010 

Youth & Family Ministry News 

Monday, January 18ð Jr. Youth Eventé5:30-7 p.m.ðBring a drink & dessert to share (Weôll have din-
ner)ðthis will be an afternoon/evening of duct tape Olympics and Bible Study. 

Wednesday, January 27thð God Squad 

Friday, January 8thðSFF @ ??? 
Sunday, January 10thðYouth Groupð7-8:30 p.m.ðBack to the old way of doing things starting with Bible 
Study and Evening Prayer 
Friday, January 15th-Saturday, January 16thðCircuit Lock-In @ St. Matthew Milan  
Wednesday, January 27thðGod Squadð6:00-7:30p.m.  
Sunday, January 31stðYouth Groupð11:30-2 p.m.ðActivity TBA... 

Please share any family ministry ideas you have with DCE Shannon Buth.  We will be having a Family 
Game/Bible Study night in February so look for more details to come about that.   

PLANNING MEETING FOR 2010 on            
JAN. 12 @ 6:30 p.m.,  

 SOUP DINNER PROVIDED.   
 

This is your chance to Voice your opin-
ion and tell me what you would like to 
see.  This is for YOUTH AND FAMI-

LIES          so please everyone try to 



Page 3 The Informer 

Ushers 

Saturday, January 2: Unavailable 

Sunday, January 3:  Kevin McAnally, 
Scott Mattly, Brian Rossmiller, Dennis   

Hurley, Dave Cashion, & Esther Cashion 

Saturday, January 9: Unavailable 

Sunday, January 10: Kevin McAnally, 
Scott Mattly, Brian Rossmiller, Dennis   

Hurley, Dave Cashion, & Esther Cashion 

Saturday, January 16: Unavailable 

Sunday, January 17: Kevin McAnally, 
Scott Mattly, Brian Rossmiller, Dennis   

Hurley, Dave Cashion, & Esther Cashion 

Saturday, January 23: Unavailable 

Sunday, January 24: Kevin McAnally, 
Scott Mattly, Brian Rossmiller, Dennis   

Hurley, Dave Cashion, & Esther Cashion 

Saturday, January 30: Unavailable 

Sunday, January 31: Kevin McAnally, 
Scott Mattly, Brian Rossmiller, Dennis   

Hurley, Dave Cashion, & Esther Cashion 

Greeters 

2ð 6:30-  Betty & Jeff Streeter 

3ð 9:00ï Lee Copeland & Joy Fauser 

9-6:30 - Betty & Jeff Streeter 

10ð 9:00ð  Ed & Jan Wachs 

16ð 6:30ð Patty & Fred Krack 

17--9:00ð Michele, Amy, & Molly Rogers 

23ð 6:30ð  Patty & Fred Krack 

24ð 9:00ð  Nancy Davis & Susan Bowman 

30-- 6:30ñ Marlene & George Fellows 

31ð 9:00ñEarl & Joan Schaefer 

 

Fellowship Callers 
  

Schedule printed in Bulletin 

 Acolytes 

January 2: Adam Lack 

January 3:  Alena Rossmiller 

January 9: Leah Weber 

January 10:  Molly Rogers 

January 16:  Suzannah Weber 

January 17:  Cody Rossmiller 

January 23: Elizabeth Antolik 

January 24: Ben Dosch 

January 30: Jacob Pena 

January 31: Max Park 

 

Serving the Lord This Month: 

Thank you for your service!!  
You shine with the Light of Christ!  

look forward to many years of 
this beautiful nativity enriching 
our Christmas Eve evening.   It 
is truly a blessing that we have 
been able to have this evening 
the last two years and I want 
to thank everyone who helped 
me set-up and who worked 
behind the scenes to make the 
night beautiful.   This event is 
always  another reminder of 
how blessed I am to serve 
here!  May God bless you too 
with a joyous New Year & 
Epiphany!   
 
 
Adrienne Wittenaur (Mary) 
Brian Rossmiller (Joseph) 

I would like to take this oppor-

tunity to thank the countless 
people who made the Live 
Nativity possible.  I am so 
pleased with how well it turned 
out again this year despite the 
weather and I am so grateful 
for the support and hard work 
that went into all the set-up.  
What a joy it is to work with 
people who have servant 
hearts and are willing to give 
their all to the Glory of God.  I 
especially want to thank the 
eight of you (Names Listed) 
who braved the cold, wind & 
rain and endured and hour of 
discomfort for the cause.  I 

\Kevin Rossmiller (Shepherd) 
Kristian Umbarger (Shepherd) 
Dennis Hurley (Magi) 
Bill Park (Magi)  

Larry Oltmann (Magi, Props) 
Lindsey Ransom (Angel) 
Judi Umbarger (Costumes) 
Marsha Boarts (Costumes) 
Mary Miller (Costumes) 
Ramona Oltmann (Costumes) 
Judy Dugan (Costumes) 
Bill and Donna Green (Set) 
Stacey Antolik (Props) 
Tim Stone (Set) 
Glen and Lori McMillin (Décor) 
The Dugan-Vrban-Rossmiller-
Whipple-Vallee, & Ratliff Clan  
(Luminaries, refreshments) 
Ron Whipple, Chris Brand, & 
Larry Oltmann (Set-Up) 
 

Live Nativity Thank You 

I will never be able to tell you 

how much you mean to me 

and what an impact you have 

made with your service! 

THANK YOU AGAIN! 

ðShannon         
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DATE  THIS YEAR  LAST YEAR  SUN. SCHOOL   RECEIVED 

11/22/09        258          280            40                   $6,036.00 

11/29/08        259          274            37     $5,160.00 

12/6/09        243             209            no     $9, 370.00 

      Nov. Simply Giving     $2, 179.00 

12/13/09        265          278            45     $6,981.00 

12/20/09        276          241            37     $7,681.00       

January 2 - Donald Veskauf 
 

January 3 - Judith Dugan &     
Amanda Nickens 
 

January 4 - Donna Green 
 

January 5 - Donald Heller 
 

January 6 - John Iwen 
 

January 8 - Evan Kahle 
 

January 10 - Renee Kahle 
 

January 11 - Annmarie McCollum 
 

January 13 - Donna Ratliff 

January 14 - Duane Little, Lynne 
Suess & Stephanie VanRycke 
 

January 15 - Ashley Chaffee,  
Chloe Hewit & Larry Newlon 
 

January 16 - Brent Antolik, Donald 
Davis & Courtney Melendres 
 

January 17 - Caleigh Spinks 
 

January 18 - David Cashion, Bruce 
Mauritzson & Dennis VanRycke  
 

 

January 20 - Lori Borkgren 
 

January 21-  Marissa Keogh  
 

January 22 - Linda Wittenauer 
 

January 23 - Ashley Hanson 
 

January 24 - Tyler Belan,  
Amber Mattly & Alivia Voelkers 
 

January 25 - Jennifer Johnson &    
Erin Walker 

January 26 - Liz Cockerill,           
Adam Homann & Karen Newlon 
 

January 27 - Robert Rippon &     
Pamela Sims 
 

January 28 - Michael Fleck 
 

January 29 - Amy Dennis 
 

January 30 - Tom Stimes 
 

January 31 - Betty Withrow   

Church News 

Birthdayõs 

Weekly Attendance & Offerings 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS: 
Burnell Eckardt   Denise Kelly 
2049 18th St B   3208 Holiday Ct. 
Moline, IL 61265                Bettendorf, IA 52722 
 
MEMBERSHIP REQUEST 
Ken, Janet, Murphy and Louis Hill 
3005 207th St N 

Port Byron, IL 

 

Membership Report 

BAPTISM     
Payton Jean Braddy                                              
parents: Steven and Cristina Braddy         
Bapt date 12/13/09             
                            
Gabriel Andrew Dyer 
parents:  Jason & Crystal Dyer 
Bapt date 12/13/09 



Church News 

Page 5 The Informer 

Happy New Year!  Isnôt it great to be able to start all over with a new year!  It gives us the opportunity to put the troubles and failures of the 
past behind us and look forward to a new year with joyful anticipation. This is especially true for us as Godôs children.  Jarsoslav Vajda, a 
noted Lutheran hymn writer, translated these words of a New Yearôs hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 

As Godôs stewards we are reminded that we donôt get a fresh start only on the first day of a new year.  Instead we get a fresh start every day 
knowing that in Christ all that is wrong has been forgiven and with the power of the Holy Spirit we are equipped to move forward in our free 
and joyous management of all of life and lifeôs resources for Godôs purposes.  What we include in all of life and lifeôs resources is described by 
the hymn writer Frances Havergal with these memorable words: 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

These verses from that beloved hymn remind us that our whole life is to be dedicated to God so that we use our time, talents and financial 
resources in ways that bring honor to Him and produce many blessings for those around us. 
 
As we begin this new year letôs remember that we are Godôs redeemed stewards who, in cooperation with and encouragement from fellow 
redeemed stewards, freely and joyfully manage all of life and lifeôs resources for Godôs purposes.  Letôs consider making this our resolution for 
2010:  ñMaturing stewards do the right things for the right reasons and strive for excellence in all they do.ò 

Stewardship Notes 

Now greet the swiftly changing year 
With joy and penitence sincere. 
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  With thanks embrace 
Another year of grace. 

God, Father, Son, and Spirit, hear! 
To all our pleas incline Your ear; 
Upon our lives rich blessing trace 
In this new year of grace.  (LSB 896:1,7) 

Take my life and let it be 
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee; 
Take my moments and my days, 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

Take my silver and my gold, 
Not a mite would I withhold; 
Take my intellect and use 
Evôry power as Thou shalt choose. 

Take my love, my Lord, I pour 
At Thy feet its treasure store; 
Take myself, and I will be 
Ever, only, all, for Thee. (TLH 441  LSB 783::1,4,6) 

2010 Officers 

Executive Board 
President    Bill Girard 
Vice President   Kevin McAnally 
Recording Secretary  Lynne Suess 
Treasurer    Norm Antolik 
Assistant Treasurer   Wendy Verschoore 
Financial Secretary   Betty Withrow 
Assistant Financial Secretary  Margie Schaefer 
 
Board of Stewardship 
Doris Park Norma Grotelueschen 
Joan Britton Charlie Britton 
Ruby Pancrazio Dorothy Tribbett 
 
Board of Evangelism 
Chaplain Paul Weber Adam McMillin 
Fred Bonow  Alan Beuster 
Dave Cashion  Kayleigh Little 
Metta Orr 
 
Board of Elders 
Dennis Boarts  Bill Park (c) 
Derek Duffy  Tim Stone 
Ralph Groteluescshen Ed Wachs 
Duane Little   

Board of Education 
Evan Antolik Marlene Fellows 
Christina Braddy Christine Engebrecht 
Tara Hawkins 
 
Board of Trustees 
Brent Antolik Dennis Hurley 
Flo Moore Tim Chellew 
Greg Hart Larry Hipple 
Brian Kern Russell Kosche 
Larry Versluis Glen McMillin 
David Pratt Lori McMillin 
Mark Brault 
 
Board of Youth 
Barb Buck Ronda Little 
Amy Rogers Michelle Rogers 
Kristian Umbarger Kris McAnally  
Aliza Stone 
 
Board of Parish Ministry 
Marsha Boarts Crystal Dyer 
Lee Copeland Joyce Hoffman 
Judy Hardesty Gloria Burke  
Jan Wachs Sandy Beuster 
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Antolik, Norm and OreneðMemory of loved ones 
 

Belan, familyðMemory of Ed Belan 
 

Beswick, Jim and MaryðGlory to God 
 

Buck, Barb and familyðMemory of Ruth Buck 
 

Burke, GloriaðMemory of John Burke 
 

Byles, Bill and DorisðMemory of Ray and Doris 
 

DeGraeve, JudyðMemory of Richard DeGraeve 
 

Dosch, familyðMemory of Marie Dosch 
 

Dosch, familyðMemory of Oscar Pohl 
Dreier, Gene and LibbyðMemory of Betty Dreier 
 

Dufur, PeggyðMemory of mother and father 
 

Foehrkolb, Keith and LisaðGlory to God 
 

Green, Bill and DonnaðMemory of loved ones 
 

Hakeman, Don and DonnaðMemory of loved ones 
 

Hardesty, JudyðGlory to God 
 

Heller, Don and AliceðMemory of loved ones 
 

Hemminghaus, AndyðMemory of Henry Hemminghaus 

 

Kuse, JoyceðMemory of loved ones 
 

Lack, familyðMemory of loved ones 
 

Oltmann, Larry and RamonaðThanks for Jesusô Birth 
 

Pancrazio, John and RubyðMemory of parents 
 

 

Park, Bill and Dorisð Glory to God 
 

Sletten, VernðMemory of father and mother 
 

Suess, LynneðMemory of loving husband Roy 
 

Sutton, JuneðMemory of loved ones 

 

Stern, GlenðMemory of Gladys and family 
VanRycke, ArleneðMemory of Rosemary and Betty 
 

Veskauf, Don and BarbaraðGlory to God 
 

Williams, Howard and AnneðGlory to God 
 

Wilson, JoanneðThanks for Jesusô Birth 
 

Wilson, JoanneðThanks for Jesusô Birth 
 

Wilson, JoanneðThanks for Jesusô Birth 

Poinsettia Orders 

Church News 

The Altar Guild would like to thank the following who ordered the poinsettias that so beautifully deco-
rated the chancel area during the joyous Christmas celebration of the birth of our Lord and Savior. 

60 Plus 

     60+ met December 15, 2009 with 11 members and 1 guest Shirley Smith. 
     A Christmas devotion was presented by Pastor Umbarger.  Christmas songs were sung by those present.  Shirley Smith played the piano. 
     Meeting was called to order by Arlene VanRycke.  Secretary and Treasurerôs reports were read and approved.  Correspondence were letters 
from Lutheran Bible Translators and Davenport Lutheran Home.  5 cards were sent in November and 2 cards in December. 
     Marion Dumer read about  the beginning of 60+. It was organized in May 1969. 
     A motion was made by Dorothy Tribbett to continue 60+, seconded by Marion Dumer, motion passed.  Our next meeting will be January 19th, 
2010. 
     The birthday song was sung to Pastor Heino and the anniversary song was sung to Marion and Pastor Dumer. 
     There was some discussion about doing a service project next year.  
     Pastor Heino gave the closing devotion. 

Respectfully Submitted 
Joy Fauser, Secretary 

LWML  

Thank you to everyone who helped with the LWML Christmas cheer brunch and to those who donated cookies and candy for the Arrowhead 
Ranch.  The music by St. Johnôs handbell choir was enjoyed by all. 
     The Lutheran Womenôs Missionary League (LWML) will hold their January meeting on the 28th at 6:30 p.m. Our guest speaker will be Mary 
Pament, the Rock Island Zone Delegate to the National LWML convention in Portland, Oregon.  She will be sharing her experiences from the 
convention. 
     All women of the congregation are welcome, please come and join us.  


