
    We are not so different, are we?  We donôt know 
what to do with Lent.  Some of us reject it as 
foolishness.  That we are so sinful, that this is the 
only way for us to be saved, and that God would 
condemn, punish and even kill His own Holy Son is 
untenable. ñMay God forbid it!  This should have and 
could have never happened to Jesus!ò  Others of us 
simply choose to ignore it.  It is just too horrible.  It is 
too depressing and distressing to even consider, so 
we will just set our sights on Easter.  Most of us, 
even if we attend all the special services and listen 
to the gory details, do not truly take it to heart.  The 
Lord pours out his heart to us and shows us all that 
He has suffered and done for us and we only think 

about ourselves and the things of this 
life. 
     There is a better way to deal with 
the news of Christôs passion  Jesus 
says, ñIf anyone would come after me, 
let him deny himself and take up his 
cross and follow me.  For whoever 
would save his life will lose it, but 
whoever loses his life for my sake will 
find it.  For what will it profit a man if 

he gains the whole world yet forfeits his soul?  Or 
what shall a man give in return for his soul?ò   Let 
me suggest what you can do with Lent this year.  
Come and listen intently as Jesus pours out His 
heart to us again, showing us all that he has done 
out of love for us.  Then deny yourself, pick up your 
cross and follow him.  Set your minds on the things 
of God, rather than the things of men.  Lose your life 
for Jesus sake, and you will surely find the true, 
abundant, eternal life he offers.  This is what you can 
do with Lent this year.  Come and see what Jesus 
was willing to give in return for your soul. 
     This year, Lent begins on February 17th, Ash 
Wednesday.  I will see you in worship.  
                                        In Christôs love,      
 
 
                                                       
                                       I Timothy 4:13-16  
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ñFrom this time Jesus began to show his disciples that he 

must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the 

elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on 
the third day be raised.ò (Matthew 16:21)       

 
     What do we do with Lent?  It is intended to be a 
special time in which our LORD shows us what he 
has done for us and why, a time of meditation and 
prayer through which the Holy Spirit can transform 
our lives.  Like the disciples, however, we do not 
always know what to do with the message of 
Christôs passion. 
    The first time that Jesus tried to tell his disciples 
plainly about his suffering, death and resurrection in 
Jerusalem, Peter refused to hear any 
more of it.  ñMay God forbid it, Lord,ò 
he said, ñThis must never happen to 
you!ò  For this negative reaction 
Jesus rebuked Peter and told him, 
ñYou are not setting your mind on the 
things of God, but on the things of 
men.ò The next time Jesus 
mentioned it his disciples just went 
silent in deep distress.  And then on 
their way to Jerusalem where it was 
all going to happen, Jesus again tried to tell them 
about it.  This time he explained it in even greater 
detail.  He told them that he would be betrayed and 
delivered over to the Jewish leaders who would 
condemn him to death.  He showed them how he 
would be handed over to the Gentiles to be mocked 
and beaten and be put to death by crucifixion, to 
rise again on the third day.  The reaction of the 
disciples to this was the worst of all, as an 
argument broke out among them as to who was the 
greatest among them, and who should have the 
place of highest honor with Jesus.  Jesus had 
poured his heart out to them regarding the sacrifice 
he was preparing to offer for their salvation, and the 
only thing they thought about was self.  He showed 
them the crown of thorns he would wear for them, 
and all that concerned them were earthly crowns.  
They did not know what to do with Lent and the 
message of the cross.  They rejected it, ignored it, 
and turned their focus to themselves. 
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My Dear Family in Christð  

 Recently on a Youth Lock-In we were led in Bible Study by some college age young people from 

Concordia University Chicago.  They discussed each of the three topics from the ñloveò chapter of the Bible.   

 ñSo now faith, hope , and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.ò  ð1 Corinthians 13:13 

 I was impressed by how they tied the three together and how they related them to the High School Youth.  I also found great 

comfort in their message of Christ love for us holding him on the cross, which gives us the hope of salvation and is where all our faith 

is rooted.  They did a great job of describing faith to them as wellé 

 ñNow faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.ò  ðHebrews 11:1 

 It became abundantly apparent to me that this was a tremendous gift this Love that Christ has for us that is completely un-

conditional.  And what a great love to have in this time of year when we ñcelebrateò Valentineôs Day and as we prepare our hearts and 

minds for Christ Death and resurrection in the season of Lent.  I pray you remember this love as you go about your days in the hope 

thatôs found in Christ death and resurrection! 

In His Graceð 

Shannon  <>< 
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A C.E.L. Production 

Youth & Family Ministry News 

Events to be announced on youth calendars Coming out Soon!! 

Friday, February 5ðFFFð7-10:30 p.m.ðHost still needed...Bring a drink and a snack to share! 
Sunday, February 7ðYouth Groupð7-8:30 p.m.ðService Night 
Sunday, February 28ðYouth Groupð11:30-2 p.m.ðActivity TBAé 
Other events to be announced on Youth Calendars 

February 27ðFamily Game Nightð4-6 p.m.ðall families invited to join us sign-up on Library counter.  Just 
a good old fashioned board game afternoon!!  Dinner to be served after you if you want to stay for church. 
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Ushers 

Saturday, February 6:  Fred Krack, Chris 

Chaffee, & Bill Byles 

Sunday, February 7: Kevin Verschoore,  

Jeff Belan, Ben Engebrecht, Ron          

Heitzman, & Brian Kern  

Saturday, February 13: Fred Krack & 

Chris Chaffee 

Sunday, February 14:  Kevin             

Verschoore,  Jeff Belan, Brian Kern, & 

Keith Vershoore 

Wednesday, February 17: NOONð 

Esther Cashion, Dave Cashion, & Jeff 

Streeter 

6:30 p.m.: Alan Beuster, Bill Girard, Kevin 
McAnally, Kristian Umbarger, & Kevin 
Verschoore 
 

Saturday, February 20: Fred Krack, 

Chris Chaffee, & Bill Byles 

Sunday, February 21:  Kevin             

Verschoore,  Jeff Belan, Ben Engebrecht, 

Ron Heitzman, & Brian Kern  

Wednesday, February 24: NOONð 

Esther Cashion 

6:30 p.m.: Alan Beuster, Lee       Cope-
land, Judy Hardesty, & Kevin Verschoore 
 

Saturday, February 27: Fred Krack & 

Chris Chaffee 

Sunday, February 28:  Kevin             

Verschoore, Ben Engebrecht, Bernie   

Eckhart, & Brian Kern 

Greeters 

6 - 9:00ð Bill & Doris Byles 

7ð 6:30ï Lynne Suess & Patti Stojan 

13- 9:00ð Gloria Burke  

14ð 6:30ð David & Esther Cashion 

20ð 6:30ð Don & Donna Hakeman 

21ï 9:00ð Earl & Joan Schaefer 

27ð 6:30ð Dennis & Lois Kelly 

28ð 9:00ð Linda Sharp & Donna     

Hakeman 

Acolytes 
 

February 6:  Cade Kosche 

February 7:  Tanner Rusk 

February 13: Adam Lack 

February 14:  Ryan Dosch 

Ash Wed. Feb. 17:  Jared Sountris 

February 20:   

February 21:  Cody Rossmiller 

Wed. February 24:  Leah Weber 

February 27:  Elizabeth Antolik 

February 28: Katie Engebrecht 

 

Serving the Lord This Month: 

 
Thank you for  
your service!!  

Altar Guild 
Lois Kelly, Mary Miller, & Pam Sims 

Lenten Supper 
Ash Wed. Feb. 17 @ 5:30 pmð                    

Board of Trustees  

Wed. Feb. 24 @ 5:30 pmð Board 

of Elders & Board of Stewardship 

Sunday Morning  
Coffee & Donuts 

 

7ð Available 14ð Available 

21ñ Available 28ñ Available 

Eternal Candle  
Feb 14 & 28 -Available    Apr 11 & 18 -Available  
Mar 7 -Available              May 9 & 30 -Available 
 

Flower Chart 
Feb 7 -Available              Apr 18 -Available  
MarchðFull         May 23 & 30 -Available 

Lent Schedule 

Ironies of the Passion 
     The Gospel accounts of Jesusô last hours are filled with twists and unexpected turns, that 
could be almost laughable if they were not so tragic.  May these Lenten meditations help us see 
and experience the saving suffering of our Lord in a new, unexpected way, in order to find per-
haps new meaning for our lives in the familiar stories. 

February 17 ï Noon & 6:30 PM Ash Wednesday "He Speaks The Truth"  John 11:49-50 

February 24 ï Noon & 6:30 PM Mid-week 2 "The Greatest What?"  Luke 22:21, 23-24 

March 03 ï Noon & 6:30 PM Midweek 3 "See to it Himself"  Matt. 27:3-5 

March 10 ï Noon & 6:30 PM Midweek 4 "What Blood Buys"  Matt. 27:6 

March 17 ï Noon & 6:30 PM Midweek 5 "Not Worth Believing"  Matt. 27:42 

March 24 ï Noon & 6:30 PM Midweek 6 "Et Tu?"  Luke 23:39-43 

March 27/28 ï 6:30PM & 9:00 AM Palm Sunday "Hosanna When You're Lowest" Matt. 26:30 

April 01 ï Noon & 6:30 PM Maundy Thursday "That We Might Eat the Passover"  John 18:28 

April 02 ï 6:30 PM Good Friday "The Greatest Irony of All"  Matt. 27:46 

April 03/04 ï 6:30 PM & 6:30 AM Easter Vigil/Sunrise "The First Easter Sermon"  1 Pet. 3:18-19 

April 04 ï 9:00 AM Easter Festival "Life from a Tomb"  Luke 24:5b-6a 
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DATE  THIS YEAR  LAST YEAR   SUN. SCHOOL   RECEIVED 

12/20/09        225        218                  37    $7,681.00 

12/27/09       200        223           no S.School   $7,046.00 

 1/3/10                      230        249           no S. Schoolñ   $8,821.00 

       Nov &  Dec. Simply Giving Totals  $1,957.00 

1/10/10           224         228                43    $5,688.00 

                                                     27% average monthly attendance of St. Johnôs membership 

Membership Report 

Lyndsie McCoy (was Phillips) Alyssa Myers (Wendy Kirbyôs household)  Michelle & Dalton Krumweide 
78 Willowhaven   Married > Justin Whitmire   508-38th Ave. 
Colona, IL  61241  no address available at this time   East Moline, IL 61244 
          (309)-752-9082 

Weekly Attendance & Offerings 

February  1:   Leah Weber 
 

February  2:   Patti Stojan 
 

February 3:    Elliot Dyer 
 

February 4:    Chad Gosa, Megan 
Heller, Aaron Homman, Devon Hurley, 
Carole Krouth, Ryan MacDonald, & 
Karen Williams 
 

February 5:    Lois Deal & Steven       
VanRycke 
 

February 6:     Doris Park 
 

February 7:     Diana Caldwell &   
Cynthia Christopher 

February 8:     Ralph Grotelueschen, 
Larry Ripka, Tyler Rusk, & Leanna 
Wells 
 

February  9:     Karen Linnenkamp & 
Loretta Nielsen 
 

February 10:    Jeremy Kern & Cora 
Whipple 
 

February 11:    Christine Erdman 
 

February 12:    Lucille Perley 
 

February 14:    Sam Kupresin, Alyssa 
McAnally, & Rickey Robinson 
 

February 15:    Donald Duffy, Nile 
Pena, & Alena Rossmiller 
 

February 16:    Ethan Sountris 
 

February 17:   Pablo Dominguez, Rex 
Newman, & Barbara Veskauf 
 

February 18:    Zachary Giertz & Betty 
Streeter 
 

February 19:    Thomas Didelot 
 

February 21:   Patty Krack, & Virginia 
Lackey 
 

February 22:    Sandra Beuster, Zach-
ary Chellew, Charlotte Geis, Mallory 
Hawkins, Brian Nielsen, & Isaac Stone 
 

February 24:   Ryan Dosch 
 

February 25:    Karyn Bowman & 
Taryn Kosche 
 

February 26:    Jamie Cruse, & Caleb 
Engebrecht 
 

February 27:     Fred Krack 
 

February 28:      Larry Oltmann & 
Dennis Schaefer 
 

 

 

 

 

Birthdayõs 

Church News 
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60+ met January 19, 2010 with 10 members present.   

Devotion were by Pastor Umbarger based on the book of Jonah.  

Meeting was called to order by President Arlene VanRycke. 

Secretary and Treasurer reports were read and approved.   

Correspondence was read, Thank you cards from Postor Heino & Mary 
and Shannon Buth.  Letters from Tim &  Lisa Beckendorf and Good 

Samaritan Society.  

2 Cards were sent. 

Service programs were discussed. 

It was decided to start visiting our shut-ins and those in nursing homes. 

Our program was slides about early farming, after we sang the old 

familiar song of that  era. 

We closed with the Lordôs Prayer. 

Respectfully Submitted,    Joy Fauser, Secretary 

Church News 

Sixty Plus 

From the Balcony 

Members of all St. Johnôs choirs hope that you enjoyed the music during the Christmas season, and Sundays 
throughout the year.  All groups always need new voices and ringers; why not ñtry us outò at a rehearsal?  So 
often members must be away, or may be ill, and there is a need to fill that part.  Times are listed in the Sunday 
bulletins, or call one of the directors: 
 Jane Hipple, adult bells:  755-2784 
 Christine Engebrecht, childrenôs groups:  787-2958 
 Lucille Perley, adult choir (high school ð>):  764-9079 
 

Itôs a very rewarding way to add to your worship experience. 
Rewarding is a word Lucille Perley uses to describe her career as church musician; please come to her organ recital here at St. Johnôs at 3p.m. 
on Sunday, February 21, to hear selections she has prepared as a thanksgiving for being able to serve in this way for so many years.  (She isnôt 
saying how many years!) In addition to the works by Bach, Walther, Franck, Reger and others, there will also be two hymns for the audience to 
sing.  There is no admission fee; bring a friend, or two, or three. 

Invite a Friend to Church 

FEBRUARY 14TH, INVITE A FRIEND TO CHURCH AND POTLUCK 
DINNER:  February 14th has been designated for "Invite A Friend To 
Church Sunday".  We are always to invite others to church, but this 
date has been set aside as a special Sunday for this.  Most all of us 
know someone without a church home and through this acquaint-
ance each of us has a special opportunity to invite someone.  Spe-
cial welcome will be made to guests, including some gifts and a pot-
luck dinner.  As this is Valentine's Day we will be having a special 
potluck dinner following Bible Study in the gym for special guests 
and all members of St John's.  Even if you can't invite a friend, 
please plan to join us in making our special guests feel welcome and 
participating in the fun and fellowship of the potluck luncheon.  A 
sign up sheet is available by the library for things to bring.  Table 
service will be provided.  Questions--contact Al Beuster at (309)-441-

On February 17th we will join Christians around the world in observing 
the season of Lent.  Lent is a deeply spiritual time as we reflect on the 
tremendous love and sacrifice of Jesus for us so that we might have 
forgiveness of sins, life and salvation.  The price of our redemption was 
overwhelming.  As Dr. Martin Luther said in explaining the second article 
of the Apostles Creed ñJesus, my Lord, has redeemed me a lost and 
condemned person, purchased and won me from all sins, from 
death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but 
with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and 
death.ò  As Jesus Himself said, ñGreater love has no one than this, 
that he lay down his life for his friends.ò (John 15:13 NIV) 
 

Dr. Luther went on with his explanation to state that Jesus made this 
supreme sacrifice ñso that I may be His own and live under Him in 
His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, inno-
cence, and blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, lives 
and reigns to all eternity.  This is most certainly true!ò 
 

In Jesus we have been redeemed from all sins, including the sin of self-
ishly wanting to use all of Godôs blessings for our own needs and wants 
rather than using them to His glory and the welfare of our neighbor.  
Selfishness is not part of good stewardship! Here is a definition of good 
and godly stewardship:  ñGodôs redeemed stewards, in cooperation 

with and encouragement from fellow redeemed stewards, freely 
and joyfully manage all of life and lifeôs resources for Godôs 
purposes.ò 
 

Lent provides us with an excellent opportunity to reflect on what is 
really important and worth spending our lives and resources on.  
During this 2010 season of Lent may Godôs Holy Spirit help us to 
understand that God wants to use us as instruments in His hands to 
touch the lives of others in ways that make an eternal difference.  As 
we are led to accept this truth we will better understand what it 
means to use our time, our skills and talents, and our financial re-
sources in loving and sacrificial ways. 
 

What a time of spiritual growth the season of Lent can be for us as 
we strive to spend our lives and resources on things that really mat-
ter and last beyond our lifetimes.  Godôs redeemed stewards want to 
make this world a better place because we have been here.  May the 
love and sacrifice of Jesus so impress us that we will want to reach 
out in loving and sacrificial ways. 
 

ñGodôs redeemed and maturing stewards do the right things for 
the right reasons and strive for excellence in all they do.ò  

Stewardship Notes 
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Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God.ò 
  Romans 10:17 
 
FAITH COMES BY HEARING is a non-profit ministry dedicated to reaching the worldôs poor and illiterate people with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  
It provides Audio New Testaments to 
 villages and churches around the world in native languages. 
FAITH COMES BY HEARING will soon give each family at St. Johnôs a FREE MP3 New Testament Audio Bible and the youth a KIDZ Bible (a 
presentation of primary Old and New Testament stories)!  WHY?  3.2 billion people around the world have never heard the Gospel message 
because they are poor and illiterate.  As we are blessed by hearing Godôs Word for ourselves, may we also give to support Audio Bible pro-
grams.  (MP3 discs can be played on computers, DVD players, portable MP3 players, and CD players labeled ñMP3 compatibleò.)   

GIFTS FOR HAITI, THRIVENT MATCHING GRANTS 

Central Illinois District Congregationôs response for support for earthquake victims in Haiti has been wonderful! 

A good way to help is by direct gifts through our LCMS Human Care/World Relief, in St. Louis (contact information below). 

Please also note that Thrivent is matching gifts: 

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans is giving a 50-percent matching gift $1 for every $2 its members contribute through LCMS World Re-

lief and Human Care, St. Louis. 

 

Thrivent Financial has pledged to contribute as much as $1 million to this effort, which they are calling ñHelping Haitiò  This campaign 
may generate $3 million for desperately needed earthquake relief efforts in Haiti - $1 million from Thrivent Financial added to $2 million 

or more from its members. 

 

Haiti earthquake relief that will qualify for the matching gift: 

LCMS World Relief and Human Care, St Louis: 

Online:  https://catalog.lcms.org/givenow/Gift_Input.asp?ID=800 

Phone:   888-930-4438 (toll free) 

Mail:      LCMS World Relief and Human Care, P.O. Box 66861, St. Louis, MO  63166-6861 

 (Mark checks ñHaiti Earthquake Reliefò) 

 

Please note that the maximum Thrivent Financial match is $250 per member donation for contributions accepted through March 31, 

2010.  Additional information about ñHelping Haitiò is available at www.thrivent.com. 

 

For the latest information on LCMS earthquake relief efforts to Haiti, please visit www.lcms.org/worldrelief  (additional information on 

LCMS website www.lcms.org). 

 

Godôs blessings as you continue to serve Him! 

Church News 

Faith Comes By Hearing 

Haiti Relief 

LWML News 

Did you know there are homeless teenagers in the Quad Cities? 

 

At the February 25th meeting of LWML, Adele Martinez will speak to us about her work with these teenagers and keeping them in school.  If you 
are interested in hearing Ms. Martinezôs presentation please come and join us at 6:30 p.m. in the Janssen rooms.  Our mission project will be 
items needed to help these young people remain in school. A list of the needed items will be posted on the bulletin board and in the church bulle-

tin.  Our hostesses will be Margie Schaefer and Patti Stojan. 

Blood Drive 

Blood drive will be on Sat. March 6th from 8 AM till Noon.  Sign up sheet will be on the Library Counter soon. Any questions please call 
Marsha Boarts at 792-2467. 

https://catalog.lcms.org/givenow/Gift_Input.asp?ID=800
http://www.thrivent.com/
http://www.lcms.org/worldrelief
http://www.lcms.org/
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Cristo Rey Newsletter 


