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     ñIfé then...ò  It is a formula that assumes a 
truth and consistent relationship between two 
things.  In high school I remember using this 
simple statement of logic to write little programs 
that enabled the computer to complete functions.  
Without that formula things neither made sense 
nor worked. 
     The Bible is filled with ñiféthenéò formulas.  
God told Adam, ñIf you eat of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil from which I 
commanded you not to eat 
then you will surely die.ò (Nt. 
Gen. 2:17)   He told the 
wandering Israelites, ñIf you 
walk in my statutes and 
observe my commandments 
and do them then I will walk with you.  But if you 
will not listen to me or do what I command, if you 
spurn my statutes and break my covenant, then I 
will walk contrary to you and exile you into the 
land of your enemies.  Yet, if you confess your 
iniquities, then I will remember my covenant with 
you again.ò  (Nt. Lev. 26:3-45) 
      He gives us assurance through such ñifé
then..ò statements as, ñIf we confess our sins, 
then He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness (1 Jn. 
1:9), if the Son sets you free, then you will be free 
indeed (Jn. 8:36), and if God is for us, then who 
can stand against us (Rom. 8:31).ò   Our faith 
rests on this formula and the truth of these 
statements.  Without them nothing makes sense 
and we cannot function as we should. 
     During the remainder of this Lenten season I 
encourage you to think about this statement from 
our Savior:  ñIf you love me then you will keep my 
commandments.ò  (John 14:21)   What does your 
life say about your love for Jesus?   Do you show 
your faith by what you do?  Can people observe 
the choices you make, hear the words you speak, 
or watch the things you do and know that you love 
Jesus?   In the words of our catechism:  ñConsider 

your place in life according to the Ten 
Commandments:  Are you a father, mother, son, 
daughter, husband, wife, or worker?  Have you 
been disobedient, unfaithful, or lazy?  Have you 
been hot-tempered, rude, or quarrelsome?  Have 
you hurt someone by your words or deeds?  Have 
you stolen, been negligent, wasted anything, or 
done any harm?ò  (SC-Confession)  It does not 
require much reflection to come to the painful 
conclusion that none of us have loved Him as we 

should, with our whole heart. 
    Thank God, our salvation 
does not depend on our love for 
the Lord but on His love for us.  
ñThis is love, not that we loved 
God, but that He loved us and 

sent His Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our 
sins.ò (1 Jn. 4:10)  In our preparation for the 
commemoration of that tremendous sacrifice, let 
us consider all our unloving ways toward God.  
Let us confess that we have not listened to Him or 
done what He commands, and that we have 
spurned His statutes and broken His covenant, so 
that we can go to that cross confessing our sins, 
in the full assurance that God will remember His 
covenant with us.  His covenant of love convinces 
us that if Christ died for us then no one can bring 
any charge against us, if we share in Christôs 
suffering then we will also share in His glory, if 
Christ lives then we shall live also. 
     These are only a few of the ñif..then..ò 
statements of Gospel truth that comfort us.  I 
encourage you to take the time to find others.  I 
pray that the Holy Spirit will fulfill the promise of 
Christôs words as He leads you to show your love 
for Christ by keeping His commandments. 
   In His love, 
 
 
 
 
   Pastor Umbarger 
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ñIf you love me then you will 

keep my commandments.ò  

 (John 14:21) 



 

My Dear Family in Christð  

 As we journey into this Lenten season I find myself thinking about sacrifice.  Some churches call their 

members to ñgive something upò for the 40 days of Lent.  When I was in college I would always attempt to do just 

that, usually finding loop holes where I could in order to sneak some of that delicious fried food, chocolate, or 

soda in when I really ñneededò it.  It reminds me of shopping with children.  You see it all the time a young child in 

the check-out line trying to convince his/her mother that they really NEED that candy bar, or more recently one of the new little toys they 

have also placed by the cash register.  Itôs funny how our human nature makes us feel like we NEED so many things of this world.  

 I like to think back to Christôs time and how they needed so little.  Recently, I was leading chapel for the preschoolers and we were 

talking about the miracle of Jesus feeding the 5,000.  What a great story to show how little we need.  2 fish and 5 loaves of bread.  We de-

cided that that probably wouldnôt feed the 14 or so of us in each chapel let alone 5,000 people, and really who eats fish and bread and thatôs 

all for dinner?  The kids donôt really understand the whole story, but they do get that Christ did things for us that we never imagined he could 

do. 

 Which brings us to the cross...He hung there bled and died...felt our sin, sorrow, suffering, everything...so that we could live with 

Him forever.  Now Iôm not saying that you have to give anything up for Lent, but I will say that taking a moment daily to meditate on His Word 

and Talk With Him would be an excellent start to really understanding true sacrifice in the form of death and resurrection.  We truly will never 

understand why He stayed on that tree except for to know that He Loves Us Unconditionally and that His Love and this Sacrifice of His 

Death is the BEST thing that weôve ever gotten from anyone! 

In His Graceð 

    Shannon  <>< 
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Youth Ministry News 

March 5thð CYF Lock-Up @ St. Johnôs from 7-11 p.m.ðBring a drink to share, snacks provided! 
 

March ??ðA fun afternoon one day of Spring Break...Look for more information at a later Date! 
 

March 28thðALL YOUTH SERVE 11:30-2 pm.  We will be making Easter Baskets to deliver to shut-ins.  
See flyer for what to bring!  Lunch will be served here at Church! 
 

Wednesday, March 3, 10, 17, & 24ðDuring Lenten dinners meet in the youth room for a special devotion 
together! 
 

Friday, March 5th ðFFF/CYF Lock-Up @ St. Johnôs (you will be leading Bible Study) 
 

Sunday, March 14thðYouth Groupð 6-9 p.m. PROGRESSIVE DINNER!!  A chance to get to see every-
oneôs houses and enjoy some pretty great food along the way!  
 

???, March ??ðA fun afternoon one day of Spring Break...Look for more information at a later Date! 
 

Sunday, March 28thðALL YOUTH SERVE 11:30-2 pm.  We will be making Easter Baskets to 
deliver to shut-ins.  See flyer for what to bring!  Lunch will be served here at Church! 
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Ushers 

Wednesday, March 3: NOONð Esther 

Cashion 

6:30 p.m.ð Alan Beuster, Brian         
Engebrecht, & Ben Engebrecht 
 

Saturday, March 6:  Vern Sletten  & Evan 

Antolik 

Sunday, March 7:  Dennis Schaefer, Earl 
Schaefer, Joan Schaefer, Tim Chellew & 

Bill Park 

Wednesday, March 10: NOONð Esther 

Cashion 

6:30 p.m.ð Alan Beuster & Karen Schmidt 

Saturday, March 13:  Vern Sletten, Evan 

Antolik, & Rick Nelson 

Sunday, March 14:   Dennis Schaefer, 
Earl Schaefer, Joan Schaefer, Tim 

Chellew & Bill Park 

Wednesday, March 17:  NOONð Esther 

Cashion 

6:30 p.m.ð Alan Beuster, Karen Schmidt, 

& Marsha Boarts 

Saturday, March 20:  Vern Sletten, Evan 

Antolik, & Rick Nelson 

Sunday, March 21:  Dennis Schaefer, 
Earl Schaefer, Joan Schaefer, Tim 

Chellew & Bill Park 

Wednesday, March 24: NOONñEsther 

Cashion 

6:30 p.m.:  Alan Beuster, Karen Schmidt, 

& Marsha Boarts 

Saturday, March 27:  Vern Sletten, Evan 

Antolik, & Rick Nelson 

Sunday, March 28:   Dennis Schaefer, 
Earl Schaefer, Joan Schaefer, Tim 

Chellew & Bill Park 

 

 

Greeters 

3ð Noonð none 
      6:30ð Gloria Burke & Joanne Wilson 
6ð 6:30ï Joyce Hoffman & Ruby Pancrazio 
7ð 9:00ð Lee Copeland & Joy Fauser 
10ð Noonð none 
        6:30ð Helen Carter & Lou Ann     
     DeRammelaere 
13ð 6:30ð Joyce Hoffman & Ruby Pancrazio 
14ð 9:00ð Lee Copeland & Joy Fauser 
17ð Noonð  none 
        6:30ð Betty Withrow 
20ð 6:30ð Betty Streeter & Jeff Streeter 
21ï 9:00ð  Don & Donna Hakeman 
24ð Noonï none 
        6:30-  Gloria Burke & Betty Withrow 
27ð 6:30ð Betty Streeter & Jeff Streeter 
28ð 9:00ð Dennis & Margie Schaefer 

Acolytes 
 

March 3: Alex Verschoore 

March 6: Elizabeth Antolik  

March 7: Alena Rossmiller 

March 10: Molly Rogers 

March 13: Jacob Pena 

March 14: Tanner McAnally  

March 17: Jared Sountris 

March 20: Cade Kosche  

March 21: Max Park  

March 24: Tanner Rusk  

March 27: Adam Lack 

March 28: Ryan Dosch 

 

 

Serving the Lord This Month: 

 
Thank  

you  
for  

Your 
 service!!  

Lenten Supper 
Wednesday, March 3: Executive Board  
- Hot Dogs, Chili 
Dogs, Chips,        
Veggies, Desserts      
 

Wednesday, March 
10: Board of Parish 
Ministry - BBQ, Hot 
Dogs, Chips, Relishes, Desserts 
 

Wednesday, March 17: Board of            
Education & Evangelism 
   
Wednesday, March 24: Board of Youth 
- Taco Bar 

Altar Guild 
Ramona Oltmann 
Joanne Wilson 

Sunday Morning  
Coffee & Donuts 

 

7 - Michelle Rogers 
14 - Available 
21 - Marion Dumer 
28 - Available 

Eternal Candle  
Mar 7 - Available 
Apr 11 - Available  
May 30 - Available 
June 6 & 27 - Available 
 

Flower Chart 
Apr 18 - Available  
May 23 & 30 - Available 
Jun 6 & 27- Available 
    Since Ash Wednesday until Easter is a solemn 
time of contemplation and not a time of celebra-
tion, we will refrain from decorating the Chancel 
until Easter, at which time it will be decorated 
with Easter lilies. 
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March 3   Marion Dumer , Ruth Poole-

Mayerhofer & EarlSchaefer 
 

March 5     Kaley Molander 
 

March 7     Elizabeth Antolik, Diana    

Johnson, & David Pratt 
 

March 8     Debra Roeper 
 

March 9     Robert Coon & Christopher 

Higgins 
 

March 10    Nikole Chellew 
 

March 11    Blake Foehrkolb 
 

March 14    June Sutton 
 

March 15    Keri Pena 
 

March 16    Kevin Rossmiller 
 

March 17    Brian Kelly 
 

March 19   Stacey Antolik, Donald 

Carden & Elaine Newman 

 

March 20    Mary Beswick & Ryan Blaser 
 

March 22    Christopher Caldwell &     

Savanna Kern 
 

March 23    Susan Bowman, Arthur     

Kirklin & Janet Wachs 
 

March 25    Aaron Peck  
 

March 26    Jeffrey Belan, Julius Williams, 

&  Kamryn Kruger 
 

March 28    Virgie Harris, Ronda Little, & 

Nancy Williams 
 

March 29     Russell Kosche 
 

March 30     George Fellows, & Ruby 

Pancrazio 
 

March 31     Karly Borkgren & Amanda 

Chaffee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DATE  THIS YEAR  LAST YEAR  SUN. SCHOOL   RECEIVED 

1/17/10  240   266   46    $4,449.00 

1/24/10  234   257   43    $5,142.00   

1/31/10  278   no 5th Sunday  44                                                $6,042.00 

2/7/10  230   248   47    $8,948.00 

2/14/10  243   266   46    $4,269.00 

Membership Report 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

Tory & Val McDonald (Tyler & Tanner Rusk) 

21793 E. 1320th Street 

Geneseo, IL 61254 

309-944-2593 

Birthdayõs 

Weekly Attendance & Offerings 

Church News 

     Simply Giving for January 2010     $1,782.00  
 
 
 

30% average monthly attendance of St. Johnôs membership 

Notes From the Balcony 

Our Choirs NEED more members.  We have devoted peo-
ple now, but they are sorely missed when they must be 
away or are ill.  See the schedule on the weekly calendar 

or call Lucille at 764-9079. 


