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      ñChrist is risen!  He is risen, indeed!  Alleluia!ò  
This is the Easter acclamation we have been waiting 
more than 40 days to shout from the housetops.  
With Paul, we understand that the message of the 
Gospel and our faith rest upon it.  But do you really 
believe it?  Does your hope for your own 
resurrection to eternal life rest on it? 
       Most do not believe it or put their trust in it.  In 
fact, Jesusô literal, bodily resurrection is not only 
rejected by the general population but also by over 
one-third of Americaôs clergy.  Over one-half of 
Methodist ministers deny the truth of the 
resurrection.  Sadly, this means that their socially 
relevant preaching and temporal faith is in vain.  
They should be pitied more than anyone because 
their hope in Christ is only for this life. 
    The basic argument of those who reject a physical 
resurrection is that, like the other so-called miracles 
in the Bible, it could never happen because natural 
laws cannot be suspended.  Since we do not 
observe resurrections today, they could have never 
happened.   Really?!!!  Then I guess God isnôt much 
of a God, is He? 
    It is notable that devout evolutionists exhibit more 
faith in a system of mathematically and scientifically 
impossible explanations than it would take to believe 
in God as the creator of all things visible and 
invisible.  Equally notable is the way those who 
attack Christôs resurrection perform amazing feats of 
philosophical gymnastics to promote alternative 
theories about Easter. 
     Those who deny Christôs resurrection offer many 
alternative explanations.  There is the ñstolen body 
theoryò that claims Jesusô body was taken or moved 
by His disciples, Joseph of Aramethea, Pontius 
Pilate or even the gardener who was tired of people 
trampling his lettuce.   
     Another explanation is the ñwrong tomb theoryò 
that claims that in the darkness the women went to 
the wrong tomb and thought the gardener was an 
angel. 
   Many embrace the ñswoon theory,ò  saying that 
Jesus never really died, but only appeared to die.  
And 40 days later, while meeting with his disciples 
on a mountaintop, he walked or rather crawled into a 

cloud to die, but the disciples wrongly believed that 
he had ascended. 
    Some explain the intense belief of Jesusô 
followers in the resurrection according to the 
ñpsychological or hallucination theory.ò  The peopleôs 
visions of Jesusô appearances were the psychic 
effect of wishful thinking that became contagious.            
Some teach the ñtwin brother theory,ò  claiming that 
Jesus had a twin brother, who came out of seclusion 
on Sunday as the triumphant hero.   
     There are, of course, many other theories that 
have been presented, but again I say, Really?!!!    I 
do not have time in this letter to counter all of these 
theories, but I encourage you to read Paul Meierôs 
The First Easter or In the Fullness of Time for his 
responses to these theories. 
     The resurrection of Jesus Christ did actually 
happen.  After dying for the sins of the world he rose 
again, just as He said He would.  His resurrection is 
our assurance that He is Godôs Son and our 
promised Savior.  His resurrection confirms that all 
of scripture and all that He has promised is true.  
And His resurrection gives us hope not only for this 
life, but for a resurrection to eternal life with Him.  
Our faith is not in vain, proclaim it loudly:  ñChrist is 
risen!  He is risen, indeed!  Alleluia!ò  
    In Christôs love, 
 
       Pastor Umbarger 
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ñIf Christ has not been raised, then our preaching 

is in vain and your faith is in vainéif for this 

life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all 

men to be pitied.ò  (1 Cor. 15:14,19) 

Holy Week Schedule 
April 1ñ Maundy Thursday 

Noon & 6:30 PM  - Worship with Communion  
April 2 ñ Good Friday 

6:30 PM - Worship 
April 3 ñ Easter Eve 

6:30 PM - Easter Vigil with Communion 
 

April 4 ñ Easter 
6:30 AM - Easter Sunrise with Communion 
7:30 AM - Easter Breakfast 
9:00 AM - Easter Festival with Communion 

 



         Watch for family fun coming in the summer months!! 
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My Dear Family in Christð 
 What a blessed time of year it iséWe celebrate our Saviorôs death and resurrection this month and I could not think of any-
thing that is a greater gift.  We are all given this blessed gift of forgiveness and I sure am aware of just how much I need that forgive-
ness.  I was in a lecture in college once when the teacher explained to us that carrying around guilt is a way of rejecting that forgive-
ness.  I can tell you that I am also guilty of this.  It is such a refreshing gift that on that cross Christ took EVERY SINGLE one of our 
mistakes, all of our sins, EVERY BIT OF IT, and forgave us for our sins.  Itôs hard to believe that He can still use those of us who are 
sinners to further His kingdom.  We are so blessed to find that forgiveness not just daily as our sins are washed away, but moment by 
moment as Christ is working in us to make us new and blame free in His sight. 
 I look that way at the spring as well.  As we look around the grass is turning green, the trees are starting to come back to life.  
Even in the rain we find comfort of the new life that is being sustained all around us.  That new life both in nature and in us is just an 
example of that precious gift of Christ and we can remember them all as we walk through our daily lives with Christ. 
 This may be a bit of a stretch, but I am also excited about the newness that we find in our Preschool enrollment right now 
too.  We have new students touring the CEL and families that have had a year off or two returning.  What a blessing and joy it is to 
serve these families and to know that the church is helping to grow the spiritual life of these children.  I pray that you would help us 
spread the word now that our fall enrollment is open and pray for us as we prepare for the fall. 
 Finally, I want to thank you for the blessing of serving here and the gift of each of you in this congregation.  I am so blessed 
to walk in the family of Christ and be held up through my moments of sin as well as my moments of forgiveness and grace.  I pray that 
you would all find joy and peace in this springtime and in Christôs resurrection for He is Risen, Indeed!  Alleluia! 
 
    In Himð 

         Shannon <>< 

Spring has Sprung 
in the Preschool!!  A C.E.L. Production 

Youth & Family Ministry News 

   Wednesday, April 14ð7:30-8:30 p.m.ðPost Confirmation FellowshipðEnjoy a    
    night of fun together!! 

 

  Friday, April 30ð Event and time to be announced mark your calendars for something 
fun and Bible oriented!! 

Sunday, April 4ðYouth Easter Breakfastð6 a.m.ðall hands on deck to help serve breakfast. 
 

Friday, April 9ð7-10:30 p.m.ðSecond Friday FellowshipðHost still needed 
 

Sunday, April 11ðYouth Groupð7-8:30 p.m.ðJoin us for Bible Study Night 
 

Friday, April 16ðFamily Fun Nightð5:30-8:30 p.m.ðWe need help as a fundraiser serving the games at Family Fun Night. 
 

Sunday April 25ðYouth Groupð11:30-2 p.m.ðJoin us for an afternoon of fun 
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Ushers 

Maundy Thursday, April 1: Noon ð 
Esther Cashion, Jeff Borkgren, Evan   

Antolik 

6:30 p.m.ð  Al Beuster, Bill Girard, Brian 

Kern, Kevin McAnally, Glenn McMillin 

Good Friday, April 2: 6:30 p.m. ð Al 

Beuster, Earl Schaefer, Joan Schaefer 

Saturday, April 3:  6:30 p.m. ð Fred 

Krack, George Fellows, Chris Caldwell 

Easter Sunday, April 4:  Sunrise -  John 

& Kay Iwen 

Easter Sunday, April 4: 9:00 a.m. -   
John & Kay Iwen, Bob Kohn, Larry Hipple, 

Todd Miller, Tom Stimes 

Saturday, April 10:  Fred Krack & 

George Fellows  

Sunday, April 11:  John & Kay Iwen, Bob 
Kohn, Larry Hipple, Todd Miller, Tom 

Stimes 

Saturday, April 17:  Fred Krack, George 

Fellows, Chris Caldwell 

Sunday, April 18:  John & Kay Iwen, Bob 
Kohn, Larry Hipple, Todd Miller, Tom 

Stimes 

Saturday, April 24:  Fred Krack & 

George Fellows  

Sunday, April 25:  John & Kay Iwen, Bob 
Kohn, Larry Hipple, Todd Miller, Tom 

Stimes 

Greeters 

1 - Noon -   

      6:30 - Norm & Orene Antolik 

2ð 6:30 - Chris & Diana Caldwell 

3ð 6:30 - Gloria Burke & Joyce Hoffman 

4ð Sunrise -  Patti Stojan & Linda Sharp 

      9:00 -  Lee Copeland & Dennis Hurley 

10ð 6:30 -  Dennis &  Lois Kelly 

11--9:00 - Lee Copeland & Nancy Davis 

17ð 6:30 -  Fred & Patty Krack 

18ð 9:00 -  Sue Bowman & Nancy Davis 

24ð 6:30 -  Fred & Patty Krack 

25ï 9:00 -  Don and Donna Hakeman 

 

Eternal Candle 

May 30 - Available 

July 25 - Available 

 

Altar Flowers 

April 18 - Available 

May 23 & 30 - Available 

June 6 & 27- Available 

July  25 - Available 

Acolytes 

April 1:  Maundy Thurs., 6:30 p.m. -  

 Cody Rossmiller 

April 2:  Good Fri., 6:30 p.m. - Katie 

 Engebrecht  

April 3:  Easter Vigil, 6:30 p.m. -  

 Leah Weber 

April 4:  Easter Sunrise, 6:30 a.m. - 

 Alex Verschoore    

April 4:  Easter Festival, 9:00 a.m. - 

 Alena Rossmiller 

April 10: Suzannah Weber 

April 11: Jared Sountris 

April 17: Elizabeth Antolik 

April 18: Molly Rogers  

April 24:  Jacob Pena 

April 25:  Tanner McAnally 

Serving the Lord This Month: 

Thank you for your service!!  

Altar Guild 
Marsha Boarts 

(Various Members to serve 

 during Holy Week) 

Easter Breakfast 
St. Johnôs Youth Group will serve your 
Easter breakfast and the money raised 
will go towards their summer youth 
trip.  The menu in-
cludes egg casserole, 
hash browns, fruit, 
pastries, juice, milk 
and coffee.  Please 
join us between services for good food 
and good fellowship together as we 
celebrate the resurrection of our Lord 
and Savior! 

Sunday Morning  
Coffee & Donuts 

 4 - No Donuts  

11 - Available 

18 - Marion Dumer  

25 - Available 
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Apr. 1 ï Dennis Hurley 
 

Apr. 2 ï Harold Roggendorf 
 

Apr. 3 ï Patty Ekin 
 

Apr. 4 ï Dawn Antolik & Janet Newlon 
 

Apr. 6 ï Fred Bonow 
 

Apr. 7 ï Katherine Caldwell & Benjamin         
Martinez 
Apr. 8 ï Lou Ann DeRammelaere, Brandi 
Erickson, & Adam Schnabel 
 

Apr. 9 ï Judy Belan  
 
Apr. 10 ï Joan Britton & Heather Weber 
 

Apr. 11 ï Ed Wachs 
 

Apr. 12 ï Norm Antolik, Tanner McAnally, 
& Tim Stone 
 

Apr.13 ï Vernina Strike 
 

Apr. 14 ï Christine Engebrecht & Paul 
Weber 
 

Apr. 15 ï Kami Little 
 

Apr. 16 ï Amanda McManus & Joanne 
Wilson  
 

Apr. 17 ï Tamee Stone 
 
Apr. 18 ï Lindsie Kerr, Tanner Rusk, 
Nicholas Shelton, & Galen Streeter 
 

Apr. 19 ï Zachary Antolik, Doris Byles, 
Lisa Perley, & Alexandria Streeter 
Apr. 20 ï Mason Chellew, Benjamin 

Dosch, & David Uhlig 
 

Apr. 21 ï Evan Antolik, Rachel Brault, &   
Sandy Young 
Apr. 22 ï Rebecca Johnson, Clinton 
Merritt, & Hannah Umbarger 
 

Apr. 23 ï Glenn Stern 
 

Apr. 24 ï Tom Britton & Nathanael Weber 
 

Apr. 25 ï Terry Dugan & Jackson Merritt 
 

Apr. 28 ï Ian  Catour 
 

Apr. 29 ï Brian Rossmiller 
 

Apr. 30 ï Ben Engebrecht & Pearl Hand 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DATE  THIS YEAR  LAST YEAR  SUN. SCHOOL   RECEIVED 

2/14/09       243          266            46    $4,239.00 

2/21/10       232          265                     40                                                 $5,612.00 

2/28/10       230          281                            41                      $5,310.00            

   Feb. Simply Giving Totals          $1,782.00 

3/08/10       257          264                            43    $11,285.00 

 

29% average monthly attendance of St. Johnõs membership  

         Church News 

Membership Report 

  
Change of address  Change of phone number 
Thomas Hill                                      Jeff and Holly Belan 
10140 New Devon St.  (309) 912-7291               
Munster, IN 46321                           
Cell:  (563) 340-2564  
 
 
 

Received:   Received: 
Profession of Faith   Transfer                          
(Communicant)              (Communicant) 
Duane and Judith Becker    Deborah VanAlmen                       
Barbara Hillman     Barbara Hill 
Suzanne (Early) Soyke                    Loren Soyke                           
 
 
 

Birthdays 

Weekly Attendance & Offerings 
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SHUT-INS 

Lily Crocker 
4343 Kennedy Dr. 
East Moline, IL  61244 

Don Dobrinske 
105 Julie Ct. 
Colona, IL  61241 

Christine Erdman 
Bickford Cottage 
4040 E. 55th St. 
Davenport, IA  52807 
 

Adela Foster 
5325 - 19th Ave. 
Moline, IL  61265 

Charlotte Geis 
6 Brittany Ln. 
Rock Island, IL  61201 

Alma Goering 
1924 - 9th Ave. 
East Moline, IL  61244 

Betty Jo Hart 
Iowa Masonic Health 
2500 Grant St. 
Bettendorf, IA  52722 

Pat Hill 
3621 - 14th St. Dr. 
Moline, IL 61265 

Ingrid Hodshire 
Hope Creek #3115 
4343 Kennedy Dr. 
East Moline, IL  61244 

Kathleen Kelly 
909 - 53rd St. 
Moline, IL  61265 

Bertha Lemkau 
Good Samaritan Village 
704 S. Illinois St. 
Geneseo, IL  61254 

Harold Roggendorf 
1205 - 14th St. 
Bettendorf, IA  52722 

Lori Smith 
Parkview Healthcare 
430 - 30th Ave. 
East Moline, IL  61244 

David Stegenga 
Bettendorf Health Care 
2730 Crow Creek Rd. 
Bettendorf, IA  52722 

Glenn Stern 
Illini Restorative Care 
1455 Hospital Rd. 
Silvis, IL  61282 
 

Vernina Strike 
Illini Restorative Care 
1455 Hospital Rd. 
Silvis, IL  61282 

Leanna Wells 
15929 Co. Highway 16 
Osco, IL  61274 

Charles Eckert and 
Mary Ann Eckert 
Illini Restorative Care 
Silvis, IL  61282 

  

Remember our Shut-Ins and Military 
by sending an EASTER GREETING or SPRINGTIME PICK-ME-UP. 

MILITARY  

Clinton Merritt is the husband  
of Martha (Stojan) Merritt 

 
       CPT CLINTON MERRITT 
       160TH Signal Brigade 
       APO AE 09366 

Tristan Johns is the great grandson 
 of Betty Sletten 

 
       PVT JOHNS, TRISTAN 
       PO BOX 6926 
       ELPASO, TX  79906-0926 

Gregory Logsdon II is the grandson of 
Duane and Judi Becker 

 
       Logsdon, Gregory 
       HHC. 3CAB 
       TF Falcon 
       Bagram 
       APO, AE 09354 

 
 
 
 
 

Todd Schwarz is the nephew  
of  Dave and Paula Pratt 

 
       Todd C Schwarz 
       TF TIKRIT 21ST CSH 
       COB STEICHER, IRAQ 
       APO AE 09393 

Kurt Tull is the nephew  
of Carole and Frank Hodshire 

 
       Kurt Tull 
       Task Force Med/ER 
       APO AE 09354 

Church News 


