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My fellow Lutheran brothers and sisters, 
     What does that name, Lutheran, mean and why 
do we use it instead of just calling ourselves 
Christians?   
     For ten years after Christôs ascension believers 
were treated like a Jewish sect.  They were 
described as people belonging to ñThe Way.ò  [Nt. 
Acts 9:2] It was not until Paul and Barnabas 
preached in Antioch that they were first called 
ñChristians.ò  [Nt. Acts 11:26] 
    For about three hundred years it was enough to 
say, ñI am a Christianò, but not anymore. Now 
Christians are found within many denominations.  
Sadly, not all of them hold to the same teachings as 
those who belonged to ñThe Wayò or were first called 
ñChristiansò.  We call ourselves Lutheran to let 
people know what kind of a Christian we are. 
     During the time of the reformation and for many 
years following this was not the name by which we 
were known.  We were called Evangelicals, Gospel 
proclaiming Christians who adhered strictly to the 
Bible.  Over time, however, others who were not 
truly evangelical claimed this title for themselves, 
leaving us to identify ourselves as Evangelical 
Lutherans. 
      Lutheran is not a name we chose for ourselves, 
but one that was forced on us by others.  It was used 
by Dr. Eck, a papal representative, who wanted to 
put an end to evangelical Christianity.  Yet, as with 
the disciples of Antioch who were first called 
Christians it did not take long for a label intended to 
bring insult to become a badge of honor. 
     Martin Luther did not want anyone to be called a 
Lutheran.  He said, ñI beg that my name be passed 
in silence, and that people do not call themselves 
Lutheransé Who is Luther?.. The doctrine is not 
mine; I have not been crucified for any one.  Why, 
then should the children of Christ take the 
unhallowed name of a frail, vile mortal like me?ò 
     So, why do we call ourselves Lutherans, even 
against his wishes?  Luther also said, ñThere are 
some, who, when attacked, say they do not hold with 
Luther, but with the Gospel and with the Church, and 
so escape persecution, though in their hearts they 

regard my teachings as Evangelical.  Such a 
confession is not enough and amounts to a denial of 
Christ.  If you hold that the doctrine taught by Luther 
is the doctrine of the Gospel, you cannot cast Luther 
wholly aside without casting aside with him his 
doctrine, which you acknowledge to be the doctrine 
of Christéwhen asked whether you believe the 
doctrine which Luther teaches, ambiguous words 
must not be used.ò  We call ourselves Lutherans 
because we believe, teach and confess the pure 
teachings of Holy Scripture which Luther restored to 
the Church. 
     A great nobleman, George, Margrave of 
Brandenburg, when challenged for calling himself a 
Lutheran, gave this answer:  ñI was not baptized in 
the name of Luther, he is not my God and Savior, I 
do not rest my faith in him, and am not saved by 
him; and, therefore, in this sense I am not a 
Lutheran.  But if I be asked whether with my heart 
and lips I profess the doctrines which God restored 
to light by the instrumentality of His blessed servant 
Luther, I neither hesitate, nor am ashamed to call 
myself a Lutheran.  In this sense I am, and, as long 
as I live, will remain a Lutheran.ò 
    What a privilege we have to be called followers of 
The Way, Christians and Evangelical Lutherans!  I 
pray you will never be ashamed or hesitate to claim 
these names. 
 
              Peace in Christ, 
   
 
                               
                                  Pastor Umbarger 
 

 
 
 
 

From Pastorõs Desk:  

ñI neither hesitate, nor am ashamed to call 

myself a Lutheran.ò 

  (Margrave of Brandenburg) 
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A C.E.L. Production 

Youth Ministry News 

Friday, July 9 Drive-In Movie Night More information later!! All youth and families 

are invited 
 

Wednesday, July 28 5-7 p.m. Event TBA :)  Watch for more INFO!  

 

Thursday, July 1  7 a.m.-7 p.m. Great Oaks Ropes Trip $16 
 

Friday, July 2  5:30-9:00 p.m. FFF Dinner & Mini-Golf 
 

Friday, July 9  Drive-In movie Night...Look for more information to come!!! 
 

Tuesday, July 13 8 a.m.-8 p.m. Water Park Day (Magic Waters In Rockford, 

IL) $10 

 

Sunday, July 25 11-2:30 p.m. Youth Group  

My friends and family in Christð 
 
 Throughout college I had a professor that was big on grace and forgiveness.  We could turn assign-
ments in two weeks late and he would grade them as if they were on time.  He was always very kind and gen-
tle with us and often I admired his patience with us when we were being obnoxious twenty somethings barely 
ñfreeò and thinking we could do anything. 
 
 Looking back now I realize that his grace was very much unearned, undeserved, and underappreci-
ated.  He spent all his time just forgiving and forgetting.  I sure wish that this was the case for me.  I know that 
I hold things in my heart and mind for a long time after they have happened.  Usually I can even feel the tug 
of Christôs love reminding me that He would have me forget these wrongs too.   
 
 I guess even more pressing is when I know the things I have done wrong.  I wish in those moments 
that everyone was like that professor in college.  So eager and willing to forgive. It seems as though in the 
world today we must find a way to get even or treat that person who wronged us in the same manner that 
they treated us.  Iôm guilty of it for sure.   
 
 That professor in college taught me something else though.  Jesus died on that cross 
to forgive us of EVERY sin.  He doesnôt exclude certain  sins or people from that forgiveness.  
That professor took time to pray with us in every class...he reminded us that Christ doesnôt 
just give us new days, but new hours, new minutes, new seconds...He is constantly washing 
us clean and molding us into who he has created us to be.  This is by far the greatest bless-
ing  we have ever and will ever receive.  I pray that you find comfort and hope in His forgive-
ness for you. 

 
 In Himð 
 

     Shannon <>< 

Go In Peace Your 
Sins Are Forgiven!  
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Ushers 

Saturday, July 3:  Fred Krack & Larry 

Ripka 

Sunday, July 4: David Cashion, 
Esther Cashion, Tim Chellew, Ron 

Heitzman & Scott Park   

Saturday, July 10:  Fred Krack 

Sunday, July 11: Al Beuster, David 

Cashion & Ken Weidenbach   

Saturday, July 17: Fred Krack & Larry 

Ripka 

Sunday, July 18:  Al Beuster, David 
Cashion, Tim Chellew, Benjamin 

Engebrecht & Ron Heitzman   

Saturday, July 24:  Fred Krack 

Sunday, July 25: Al Beuster, David 

Cashion & Tim Chellew 

Saturday, July 31: Fred Krack & Larry 

Ripka 

 

 

 

 Greeters 

3-  6:30ð Betty Sletten & Gail Masse 

4ð 9:00ï John & Kay Iwen 

10ð 6:30ð Norm & Orene Antolik  

11ð 9:00ð Sandy Beuster & Linda Sharp 

17ð 6:30ð Norm & Orene Antolik  

18--9:00ð Barb Honert & June Sutton  

24ð 6:30ð Duane, Nancy & Chad Gosa 

25ð 9:00ð Dennis & Margie Schaefer 

31ð 6:30  Duane. Nancy & Chad Gosa 

Acolytes 

July 3:  Jacob Pena   

July 4:  Suzanna Weber  

July 10: Cade Kosche 

July 11: Ryan Dosch  

July 17: Adam Lack  

July 18: Alex Verschoore  

July 24: Elizabeth Antolik  

July 25: Alena Rossmiller 

July 31: Jacob Pena 

Serving the Lord This Month: 

 
 

Thank you for your 
service!!  

Altar Guild 
 

Helen Carter     
Ruby Pancrazio 

LouAnn  
DeRammelaere 

Sunday Morning  
Coffee & Donuts 

4ñ 

11ñ Church Picnic (No Donuts) 

18ñ  

25ñ  

Eternal Candle  
JulyðFull September 19- Available 
August ðFull OctoberðFull 
 

Flower Chart 
JulyðFull     September 5,19 & 26-Available 
August 8-Available      October  31-Available 

Church News 

DATE  THIS YEAR  LAST YEAR  SUN. SCHOOL   RECEIVED 

 5/23/10       218          214                         34   $4,471.00 

 5/30/10            242          260               no S.School                $3,889.00 

 6/6/10       252          230                      23               $8,505.00 

 6/13/10       300          208             11    $5,127.00  

              May Simply Giving Totals   $1,740.00 

Weekly Attendance & Offerings 
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July 2 ï Larry Sims 
 

July 3 ï Alice Heller 
 

July 4ï Lois Kelly & Cade Kosche 
 

July 5 ï Aliza Stone 
 

July 6 ï Vicky Lockett 
 

July 7ï Laura Chaffee & Cori Rossmiller 
 

July 9ï Collin Antolik 
 

July 10ï Hanna Robyn 
 

July 11ï  Helen Carter 
 

July 12ï Donna Fleck, Nancy Gosa, & 
Gary Sager 
 

July 13ï Bryan Dennis, Ronald Erickson, 
& Kevin McAnally 
 

July 14ï Susan Heller & Toni Helman 
 

July 15ï Katlyn MacDonald &            
Joan Schaefer 
 

July 16ï Amanda McMillin 
 

July 17ï Jane Hipple & Kaitlyn Kahle 
 

July 19ï Betty Sletten 
 

July 21ï Ann Cobb, Darlene Dopson, 
Sharon  Durling, & Scott Mattly 
 

July 22ï Lee Copeland, Judith Knudsen, 
& Amanda Streeter 
 

July 23ï Nicholas Johanson & Keith    
Verschoore 
 

July 24ï Gavin Burnett & Larry Hipple 
 

July 25ï Ann Bowman, Cody Rossmiller, 
Gregory Smart, & Dylan Whipple 
 

July 26ï Karla Graham, Troy McDonald, 
& Rochard Ratliff 
 

July 27ï Grant Stimes 
 

July 28ï  Amy Rogers & Nancy Smart 
 

July 29ï  Gregory Hart & Donna Moews 
 

July 30ðJanice Coon 
 

July 31ðJames Moews &               
Wendy Verschoore 
 

 

Church News 

Membership Report 

Birthdayõs 

RELEASED PER REQUEST 
Christine Lester 
 
BAPTISM  
5/9/10 
Melissa Nevaeh Nicole Nickens 
Infant daughter of Amanda Nickens 
 
5/30/10 
Michael Jacob Ryan 
Infant son of Michael & Jill Ryan  
 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
Bryan & Amy Dennis Pastor Phil Booe, Becky and Alex 
2901 7th st  49594 Country Hwy 53 (Parsonage) 
East Moline, IL 61244 Perham, MN 56573 
   Parsonage number 218-345-4301 
Karen Anderson                 
909 7th st Apt 3                        Michelle Bowser                    
Colona, IL 61241    2302 8th St 
                                  Silvis, IL 61282   
TRANSFER OUT                   TRANSFERRED TO  
Mr. Craig Wenzel  Trinity Lutheran   
1730 B Timber Wolf Lane  Urbana, IL  
Mahomet, IL 61853 

Thank You 

I would like to thank everyone for their prayers and cards and especially Pastors Umbarger & Dominguez, Ed Wachs, Bill 
& Doris Park, & Judy Hardesty for their visits during my recent hospitalization.                      ðDennis Boarts 
 
Thank You to Pastor Umbarger and our church family for all your prayers and concerns during my illness.      ðBill Byles 

There will be no 
LWML meeting in the 
month of July.  

LWML  

Birdies For Charity 

LAST CHANCE To get forms and get them in!! 
ALL FORMS SHOULD BE RETURNED NO LATER THAN JULY 4th, Turn them in to the church office or Shannon TODAY!! 
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Church News 

Stewardship Information 

The VBS hive leaders would like to thank the dedi-
cated worker bees that helped to make Planet Zoom 
unbeelievable. 
 
Tamee Stone  Ramona Oltmann 
Bev Swanson  Aliza Stone 
Alyssa Shelton  Judy Hardesty  
Judy Becker  Lee Copeland 
Marsha Boarts  Dorothy Tribbett  
Joy Fauser  Alex Hansen 
Dalton Krumwiede Cris Braddy  
Lindsey Ransom  Norma Grotelueschen 
Molly Rogers  Rebekah Weber  
Ben Engebrecht  Jared Sountris 
Christine Engebrecht Susan Nelson  
Candace Sountris  Cora Whipple 
Amy Rogers  Shannon Buth  
Scott Mattly  Jim Homann 
Kassy Caldwell  Libby Dreier  
Amber Mattly  Katie Engebrecht 
Kris McAnally  Michele Rogers  
Leah Weber  Holly Belan 
Tanner McAnally  Heather Weber  
Sandy Beuster  
 
You are a blessing to us and the many children who 
attended. 
 
Ann Cobb and Carrie Homann, Hive Leaders 
 
We also want to thank Ann 
and Carrie for a very won-
derful V. BEE. S. this year!!  
You are wonderful servants 
and we are grateful for you! 

VBS Thank You 

ñJuly is Freedom Month!ò 
 
July 4, 1776 was a memorable day in the history of the United States of 
America.  On that day, the founding fathers of our nation declared their 
independence from England and English rule.  Each year we pause to re-
member the freedoms we enjoy and give thanks for all those brave men 
and women from 1776 to this date who have risked their lives for the sake 
of freedom and independence. We enjoy the freedom of religion, of gather-
ing in public, of oppression from the government or any other agency.  We 
have the freedom of electing our national, state, and local leaders into of-
fice as our leaders.  In November, we will have the opportunity to exercise 
that freedom one more time.  It is our privilege and duty to vote whenever 
we have the opportunity. History teaches us that national apathy has de-
stroyed numerous empires and America can also flounder and fail if we 
citizens do not exercise our freedoms in a responsible way. 
 
Not only are we citizens of probably the greatest nation in the history of 
mankind, but we are also citizens of the Kingdom of God!  Because of that 
citizenship, we enjoy countless freedoms and blessings, like the forgive-
ness of sins, life, and salvation.  These freedoms and blessings come to us 
at a great cost--not on our part, but on the part of our gracious Savior Je-
sus who offered Himself up to death as the Lamb of God who takes away 
the sin of the world.  Even though we can never adequately express our 
thanks to Jesus, we can by the power of the Holy Spirit live each day more 
and more like the children of God.  In Colossians 3:12-17, we find a list of 
virtues that are appropriate for us as Godôs children. 
 
Godôs children are stewards or managers of the many blessings that God 
has bestowed upon us.  Stewardship is not meant to be an oppressive 
response to Godôs grace and goodness, but rather a joyful response.  In 
our church we have defined stewardship this way:  ñChristian steward-
ship is the free and joyous activity of the child of God and Godôs fam-
ily, the church, in managing all of life and lifeôs resources for Godôs 
purposes.ò  What a beautiful definition for our Christian stewardship! 
 
Because Christ has redeemed us to be the children of God and heirs of 
salvation, we have the privilege and responsibility to give evidence of this 
precious freedom through our words and actions.  Jesus changes every-
thing in our lives (relationships, use of money, time, talents, and so much 
more) so that we practice our stewardship not in order to gain salvation, 
but rather as a free and joyous response because of what God has already 
done for us through the sacrifice of Jesus and the power and presence of 
the Holy Spirit. 
 
What a joy to freely and joyfully practice Christian stewardship not because 
we have to but because we get to!   Enjoy your freedom as a citizen of the 
United States of America and a citizen of the kingdom of God and let your 
life show it! 
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60+ met June 15, 2010 at Pastor and Mary Heinoôs home with 11 
members and 1 guest present.  A delicious lunch was served and 
enjoyed by all.   
 
Meeting was called to order by President Arlene VanRycke.  Secre-
tary and Treasurerôs reports were read and approved.  Correspon-
dence, Letters from Lutheran Bible Translators and Lutheran Home 
for the aged association.  Three cards were sent.   
 
The birthday song was sung to Joy Fauser.  Congratulations to 
Norma and Ralph Grotelueschen on their June wedding anniver-
sary, 45 years.  A motion was made by Peggy Dufur to give Pastor 
and Mary Heino  $25.00 toward the luncheon , seconded by Ann 
Engelbrecht, motion passed.  Betty Streeter requested a prayer 
Thursday June 17, 2010 at 2:00 pm that her medical test would go 
well.   
 
There will be no meetings in July or August.  Devotion by Pastor 
Heino on ñWhat is the Raptureò, based on Revelations chapter 4 & 
5.  Meeting was closed with the Lordôs Prayer.   
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Joy Fauser, Secretary  

 

60 + NEWS 

Please mark your calendar and plan to attend our 

154th annual church picnic at Matzensô Lake on Sun-

day, July 11th.  There will be a worship service at 10:30, a brief Sunday 

School lesson after the service, and a potluck picnic around noon. 

The usual worship services will be held at the church on the picnic week-

end: Saturday at 6:30 p.m. and Sunday at 9:00 a.m.  There will be no 

Sunday School or Bible classes at the church. 

Take a dish to pass for the picnic buffet, your own meat to grill, if de-

sired, and your own table service and beverage.  Ice water will be pro-

videdðalso charcoal for the grill. 

The waterslide will be in action after the meal.  There are many other 

things to do including swimming, canoeing, paddle boating, sunning, 

fishing, and visiting.  Life preservers are provided and must be worn.   

A freewill offering will be taken at the picnic to be given to the Matzen 

family who do not charge us to use their beautiful recreational facility. 

RAIN OR SHINE, there will be a worship service at 10:30 and a picnic, 

so PLEASE JOIN YOUR LOVING CHRISTIAN FAMILY FOR A DAY OF 

WORSHIP, FOOD, FUN, AND FELLOWSHIP!!! 

Church Picnic 

 

 WENDYõS CUCUMBER SALAD 
 
 8 oz box of Tube Pasta 1 tbs dried parsley flakes 
 1 tb Veg oil   1 tps salt 
 1 med onion sliced  1 tsp pepper 
 ¾ cup white vinegar  ½ tsp garlic salt  
 1 tbs yellow mustard  ½ cup sugar 
 
Drain pasta and rinse with cold water.  In a large bowl mix 
pasta, veg oil, cucumbers and onion.  In a separate bowl mix 
the remaining ingredients, stir in pasta mixture.  Place refrig-
erate overnight.  Stir before serving. 
 

This is a great summertime salad. 

Please note that teachers are still needed 
for many weekends over the summer.  If 
you would like to help out please take a 
moment to sign up on the Library counter 
for the date and grade you would like to 
teach.  See Carrie Homann or Ann Cobb 
with any questions.  Thanks in advance 
for all your help!! 

Summer Sunday School 

CEL Job Openings 

St. Johnôs CEL is now accepting applications for the positions of 
Director and Teacher.  Both positions are part-time at 20 hours or 
less per week.  Applications with instructions are available on the 
church website and on the library counter. Applications are due by 
July 9th, and must include 3 letters of reference. Direct questions to 
Evan Antolik @ 309-235-2428. 
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Financial Secretaryõs Report 


